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Andhra Pradesh f

| a g g el8.Presidént of Imdih iInaugusated 3th
of its kind first o0

f rSurajkundtintemnational Crafts Mela in
HRD Minister chaired meeting of the Surajkund, Haryana from Febi 116,
INCCU with UNESCO in New Delhi 2020.
2019 Global Go To Think Tank Index
Report: | ndi a&EBIP,ORF rie. mdiasbanided bxport of all kinds of
US tops the list personal protection equipment
Bank of Baroda signed pact with
CARE Ratings to assess the credit 20.Prakash javadekaramgurates World
quality of SMEs Sustainable Development Summit
NABARD approved loan worth Rs (WSDS) 2020 in New Delhi

140 crore at low interest to Punjab

Agri Development Bank 21.3-day Narmada Mahotsav was

Govt data: BoM & SBlwere only celebrated on Madhya Pradesh (MP)
PSBsratedd goodd in digital

transactions in Dec 2019

Ajay Bisaria Appointed as Next High
Commissioner of India to Canada
Indian-origin techie Arvind Krishna
elected as CEO for IBM

Abidali Neemuchwala quits as CEO
and MD from Wipro

Govt appoints M.Ajit kumar as i _ ,
chairman of CBIC 24.India and Maldives inks 5 MoUs to
CanaraBank MD & CEO R.A. establish Addu tourism Zone

Sankara Narayanan retires ) .
I'n a firSzardrafiBriledl AN  25.Fiscal deficit reached 132.4 % of

22.Maldives readmitted and becomes 54th
member of Commonwealth family

23.Counterpoint data: India surpassed US
to beome 2nd largest smartphone market
globally; China tops

at Leh with indigenous bifet fuel budget estimate for 2012020 till

Veteran social activist and feminist December: CGA

writer Vidya Bal dies at 83

Padmashri awardee & Eminent 26.NSO revises Indiabds

Punjabi novelist Dalip Kaur Tiwana for 201819 to 6.1% from 6.8%

passedway at 84

YSR Pension Kanuka doorstep 27.Amulya Mica chosen as Most

pension scheme launched in AP; Promising Brand 2019 at 7th MSME

pensioner age reduced to 60 from 65 Excellence Award in New Delhi

Worl dés | argest solar telescope reveal s

neverbefores een i mages of 3guMPGAen 1st place for implementation

turbulent surface of PMMVY; Indore topped for better
performance

17.Indian Navy conducts-8ay coastal

secur it yMaetxlear cA bshei,y ada n 629.Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi appointed
Kolkata, West Bengal. as new PM of Irq
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30.BCCl inducted Madan Lal, R.P. Singh
& Sulakshana in Cricket Advisory
Committee

31.Gopal Baglay appointed as Next High
Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka

32.Padma Shri awardee Deepa Malik
elected as President of Paralympic
Committee of India

33.Pramod Agrawal became the
Chairman of Coal India Limited

34.1SRO to unveil lowcost satellite
launch vehicles

35.NASA decommissioned its Spitzer
Space Telescope after 16 years

36.Rubigula state bird of Goa declared as
official Mascot for 38 National Gams in
Goa

37.NADA suspends Weightlifter
Ramshad AR for 2 year & Wrestler
Ravinder Kumar for 4 years

38.Overview of 108 Australian open
2020 held in Melbourne, Australia

39. Highlights of India Vs Newzealand
T20I series 2020

40.Famous Punjabi writer Jaant Singh
passed away at 101

41. Author Mary Higgins Clark, known as
6Queen of Suspenseod,

42.World Wetlands Day 2020 was
observed on February 2

43.0nline lottery scheme sales banned by
Punjab govt to check illegal sales

Dividend Distribution Tax

It is a tax levied on dividends that a company
pays to its shareholders out of its profits.

How is it applied?

The Dividend Distribution T or DDT, is
taxable at source, and is deducted at the time
of the company distributing dividends.

1 The dividend is the part of profits that
the company shares with its
shareholders.

1 The law provides for the Dividend
Distribution Tax to be levied at the
hands of the company, and not at the
hands of the receiving shareholder.

1 However,an additional tax is imposed
on the shareholder, who receives over
Rs. 10 lakh in dividend income in a
financial year.

Is Dividend Distribution Tax applicable to
private compaies?

UnderSection 1180, the Income Tax Act,
any domestic firm which is declaring or
distributing dividend has to pay DDT at the
rate of 15 per cent on the gross amount of
dividend.

Is Dividend Distribution Tax fair?

Market participants, especially brokehave
been calling for long to scrap the DDT. The
tax makes markets unattractive as it leads to
significant taxation of corporate earnings, they
argue.

Other than Dividend Distribution Tax (DDT),
the Securities Transaction Tax (STT) and
Long-Term CapitalGains (LTCG) tax are
other major taxes levied on market
instruments.

2
IrPSl?raSncSe %oc\i/er gnvlggn% FDg, Ejepogsns
increased t® lakh

U In Budget 2020finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has propoded
increase the limit of insurance cover
in case of bank failure on deposits
to 5 [ akhilf rTWénh.
proposal come in the wake of crisis at
Mumbatbased urban cooperative
bank, PMC Bank.

What is deposit insurance? How is it regulated
in India?
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U Depodt insurance is
providinginsurance protection to the
depositordés money
premium.

U The government has set Dposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (DICGClunderRBIto
protect depositors if a bank fails.

U Every insured bank paysemium
amounting to 0.001% of its deposits to
DICGC every year.

Wh at
bank fails?

happens to

U When a bank is liquidated, depositors
are entitlel to receivean insurance
amountof 1 | akh per
the Deposit Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation of India
(DICGC).

G The 1 | akh i
both principal and interest dues across
your savings bank accounts, current
accourts, fixed deposits and recurring
deposits held with the bank.

What is the procedure for depositors to claim
the money from a failed bank?

The DICGC does not deal directly with
depositors.

1. The RBI (or the Registrar), on
directing that a bank be liquidated,
appoints an official liquidator to
oversee the winding up process.

2. Under the DICGC Act, the liquidator
is supposed to hand over a list of all
the insured depositors (with their
dues) to the DICGC within three
months of taking charge.

3. The DICGC is supposedd pay these
dues within two months of receiving
this list.

In FY19, it took an average 1,425 days for the
DICGC to receive and settle the first claims on
a deregistered bank.

Who are insured by the DICGC?

niscludes n c e

The corporation covers all commercial and co
opeaative banksexcept in Meghalaya,

b @handigacheLiakshadwgep and Dadra and

Nagar HaveliBesidesOnly primary
cooperative societies are not insured by the
DICGC.

The DICGC does not include the following
types of deposits:

1. Deposits of foreign governments.
2. Deposits of central/state governments.
3. Inter-bank deposits.

deposi t o4 Deéeposioonteeystateviand devebopment

banks with the state emperative bank.
5. Any amount due on account of any
deposit received outside India.
6. Any amount specifically exempted by

i ndi vi theuDdCGC with prgipus approval of

RBI.

Brexit Deal
i mi t
U Britain has officially left theEuropean
Union (EU)and has becontée first
country to leave the 2ember bloc.

The UK stopped being aamber of the
European Union (EU) aft&3:00 GMT on 31
January 2020.

What is the European Union?

The EU isan economic and political union
involving 28 European countriel$.allows free
trade, which means goods can move between
member countries without grchecks or extra
charges. The EU also allows free movement of
people, to live and work in whichever country
they choose.

TheUK joined in 1973when it was known as
the European Economic Community) and it
will be the first member state to withdraw.

What happens after Brexit day?
After the UK formally leaves the EU, there is

still a lot to talk about and months of
negotiation will follow.
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While the UK has agreed the terms of its EU
departure, both sides still need to decide what
their future relationship Wilook like.

During the 1imonth transition periodhe UK
wi || continue to
and its trading relationship will remain the
same.

What needs to be agreed?

f The transition period is meant to give
both sides some breathing spacelevh
a new free trade agreement is
negotiated.

f This is needed because the UK will
leave the single market and customs
union at the end of the transition. A
free trade agreement allow goods to
move around the EU without checks
or extra charges.

71 If a new onecannot be agreed in time,
then the UK faces the prospect of
having to trade with no deal in place.
That would mean tariffs (taxes) on UK
goods travelling to the EU and other
trade barriers.

Aside from trade, many other aspects of the
future UK-EU relatiorship will also need to be
decided. For example:

1. Law enforcement, data sharing and
security.

Aviation standards and safety.

Access to fishing waters.

Supplies of electricity and gas.
Licensing and regulation of medicines.

arwN

What caused Brexit to happen?

So fa, there seem to laree theories for what
drove so many people to vote Brexit:

1. Immigrants Faced with rising
immigration locals worried about their
jobs and the erosion of the English
way of life wanted their government to
clamp down on immigration. Thisas
a revolt against unrestricted
immigration from poorer Eastern
European states, Syrian refugees
residing in the EU and millions of
Turks about to join the EU.

2. Elites Faced with decades of
economic malaise, stagnant real wages
and economic destitutian former
industrial heartlands ever since the rise
of AThaterchi smo and t |

foll ow alNeodfi bterea| EWa®d ircdleess by

New Labour thenonLondoners have
decided to revolt against the elite. This
isndét just about
as it stands, anits free market and
free movement of peoples.

3. BureaucracyFaced wi th
asphyxiating amount ggd tape the
English people deci de 1
control o of their coun:
bureaucracy.

being

Br usse

The three theories are obviously intertwined at
timesandconedi ct ory at ot her s,
matters who is going to be negotiating the

postBrexit relationship between the UK and

the EU.

What is the Brexit deal?

The transition period and other aspects of the
UK6s departure were agreec
called tre withdrawal agreement.

Most of that was negoti at e
government. But after Mr Johnson replaced

her in July 2019, he removed the most

controversial part the backstop.

1 The backstop was designed to ensure
there would be no border posts or
bariers between Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland after Brexit. If
needed, it would have kept the UK in
a close trading relationship with the
EU.

f Under Mr Johnsonds
border will effectively be created
between Northern Ireland andé&at
Britain. Some goods entering Northern
Ireland from Great Britain will be
subject to checks and will have to pay
EU import taxes (known as tariffs).

1 These would be refunded if goods
remain in Northern Ireland (ie are not
moved to the Republic of Ireldh

de a |

Yellow Rust
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U Yellow Rustwas recenthdetected in
wheat crops in parts of Punjab and
Haryana.

What is Yellow Rust?

It is a disease that appears as yellow stripes of
powderor dust on leaves and leaf sheaths of
the wheat crop.

How it occurs?

This occurs when the rust colonies in the
leaves drain the carbohydrates from the plant
and reduce the green leaf area.

Rain, dew and
development.

fog

Spread

The dseasean spread rapidly under
congenial conditions and affects crop
development, and eventually the yield.

Yield due to the disease can affected by
between 5 and 30 per cent.

Where else is it observed in India?

In India, it is a major disease in the Nath
Hill Zone and the NortftwWestern Plain Zone
and spreads easily during the onset of cool
weather and when wind conditions are
favourable.

Disease management:

Breeding resistant varieties is the most €cost
effective method to control this rust.

These restaince genes, however, have become
ineffective due to the acquisition of virulence
to that particular resistance gene rendering the
variety susceptible.

Anticipatory bail

A constitution bench of the Supreme Court has
ruled thatan anticipatory bail canndie

limited to a fixed time period and can continue
till the end of the trial.

favour

The judgment came in a reference made by a
threejudge bench in the case of Sushila
Aggarwal v. State of NCT of Delhi regarding
the scope oSection 438 of the Code of
Criminal Rocedure (CrPQWhich provides for
grant of anticipatory bail.

1. If there are any special circumstances
necessitating a limit on the tenure of
anticipatory balil, it is open for the
court to do soNothing in Section 438
CrPC compels or obliges courts to
impose conditions limiting relief in
terms of time.

2. When Parliament has not thought it
appropriate to curtail the rights of the

citizens, it Id he nat appropriate
tfoFr{ tﬁe S(#Z };\é%gugrtglgg;%wgrsg granted to
courts with regard to anticipatory bail.

3. Anticipatorybail application could be
moved by a person even before filing
of FIR.

4. The court, while granting anticipatory
bail, should examine seriousness and
gravity of the offence to impose any
condition on the petitioner, if
necessary.

Arbitrary arrests continue toe a pervasive
phenomenon in the country and therefore,
discretionary power of courts to grant
anticipatory bail should not be curtailed and
the protection should continue till end of trial.

Besides, the spectre of arbitrary and heavy
handed arrests, tawten to harass and
humiliate citizens.

What is Anticipatory Bail?

The provision of anticipatory bail under
Section 438vas introduced whe@rPCwas
amended in 1973.

Section 438 is procedural provision
concerned with personal liberty of each
individual, who is entitled to the benefit of the
presumption of innocence.

As opposed tordinary bail,which is granted

to a person who is under arrastanticipatory
bail, a person is directed to be released on balil
even before arrest made.

Who can apply?




1. 438 ofthe Code of Criminal f This is thefirst time in India that an
Procedure, 1973, lays down the law on entire train is being sent to the
anticipatory bail. gateway port (JNPT) for export.

1 This helps save both time and fuel as
Subsection (1) of the provision reads:Wh e n 150 tucks would have been required
any person has reason to believe that he may to send a consignment of this size by
be arrested on an accusation of having road to JNPT, which is over 900 km
committed a noibailable offence, he may away, before the temperature
apply b the High Court or the Court of controlled containers are loaded on
Session for a direction under this section; and ships.
that Court may, if it thinks fit, direct that in the
event of such arrest, he shall be released on Bodo Language
bail . o

Bodo languagés one ofthe key thrust areas in
The provision empowerenly the Sessions the Bodo Accordvhich was signed recently.
Court and High Court to graanticipatory
bail. 1. Estimated to have 1.5 million speakers
(Census 2011), Bodo is listedtime

The reason for enactment of Section 438 in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
Code was parliamentary acceptance of the 2. ltis spoken in Assam, Arunachal
crucial underpinning of personal liberty in a Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, and
free and democratic country. West Bengal.

3. While Bodo isofficially written in the
Parliament wished to foster respect for Devanagri scriptthe language has a
personal liberty and accord pracy to a history of having been written in at
fundamental tenet of criminal jurisprudence, least three different scrip& until in
that everyone is presumed to be innocent till 1974, the Government recognised
he or she is found guilty. Devanagari as its offial script.In the

first decade of the 20th century, Bodos

Life and liberty are the cherished attributes of started writing irthe
every individual The urge for freedom is Assamese/Bangla script. Then they
natural to each human being. also used Roman Script.

4. In the prel3th century erdt was
In the 1980 Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia vs State of called Deodhai.
Punjab case five-judge Supreme Court
bench led by then Chief Justice Y V Promises in the accord regarding Bodo
Chandrachud ruled that S. 438 (1) is to be language:
interpreted in the light ofrticle 21 of the
Constitution (protection of life and personal 1. Itwas only in D03, under the then
liberty). Bodo Accord, that the language was

listed in the Eighth Schedule. And it

A.P. flags off countryos fwasthefirstgihaklanguagetobes i n o
included in the Eight Schedule.

1 A 6f r usald tobahafirsnodits 2. In Assam, it has enjoyed the status of
kind in the countrywas recently Off'C.'a!' assoclate Iangyage_
flagged off fromTadipatri Railway undivided Goalpara disti since

Station in Andhra Pradesh. 1986.
1 The fruit train was carrying a load of 3. Now the 2020 Accord makes Bodo the

980 metric tonnes of localigrown associate official language throughout

bananas to the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Assam _
in Mumbai. from where the The new Accord also promises to

consignment will be exported to Iran. establista separate directorate for
Bodo medium schools, provincialise
schools and colleges in the BTAD
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(Bodoland TerritoriaAutonomous
District) and establish Cultural
Complexcum-Centre of Excellence
in Kokrajharfor protection and
promotion of the language.

Finance Commissionfdndia

The report othe Fifteenth Finance
Commissionalong with an Action Taken
Report, has been tabled in Parliament. The
Commission, headed By K Singh,had
submitted its Report to the President in
December 2019.

What is the Finance Commission?

TheFinance Commission onstituted by the
President under article 280 of the Constitution,
mainly to give its recommendations on
distribution of tax revenues between the Union
and the States and amongst the States
themselves.

Two distinctive features of the o mmi s s i
work involveredressing the vertical
imbalances between the taxation powers and
expenditure responsibilities of the centre and
the States respectively and equalization of all
public services across the States.

What are the functions of therfance
Commission?

It is the duty of the Commission to make
recommendations to the President as to:

1. the distribution between the Union and
the States of the net proceeds of taxes
which are to be, or may be, divided
between them and the allocation
between th States of the respective
shares of such proceeds;

2. the principles which should govern the
grantsin-aid of the revenues of the
States out of the Consolidated Fund of
India;

3. the measures needed to augment the
Consolidated Fund of a State to
supplement theesources of the
Panchayats and Municipalities in the
State on the basis of the
recommendations made by the
Finance Commission of the State;

4. any other matter referred to the
Commission by the President in the
interests of sound finance.

The Commission detmines its procedure and
have such powers in the performance of their
functions as Parliament may by law confer on
them.

Who appoints the Finance Commission and
what are the qualifications for Members?

The Finance Commission is appointed by the
President nderArticle 280 of the
Constitution.

As per the provisions containedthe Finance
Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act,
1951 and The Finance Commission (Salaries
& Allowances) Rules, 1951he Chairman of
the Commission is selected from among
persms who have had experience in public
affairs, and the four other members are
selected from among persons who:

onos

1. are, or have been, or are qualified to
be appointed as Judges of a High
Court; or

2. have special knowledge of the
finances and accounts of Governien
or

3. have had wide experience in financial
matters and in administration; or

4. have special knowledge of economics.

When was the first Commission Constituted
and how many Commissions have been
Constituted so far?

The First Finance Commission was constituted
vide Presidential Order dated 22.11.1951
under the chairmanship of Shri K.C. Neogy on
6th April, 1952. Fifteenth Finance
Commissions have been Constituted so far at
intervals of every five years.

Why is there a need for a Finance
Commission?

The Indian éderal system allows for the
division of power and responsibilities between
the centre and state€orrespondingly, the
taxation powers are also broadly divided
between the centre and stat&tate
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legislatures may devolve some of their
taxation powersa local bodies.

Finance commissions have over the past
several decades adopted different approaches
with regard to principles of tax devolution,
grants to be given to states and fiscal
consolidation issues. In other wortisere has

to be continuity and @nge between finance
commissions.

There is a need to ensure broad consistency
between Finance Commissions so that there is
some degree of certainty in the flow of funds,
especially to the stateBhis has become even
more critical in the post GST scenario.

If it is given permanent statuie Commission
can function as a leaner entity in the
intervening period till the next Finance
Commission is set up in a fifledged manner.
During the intervening period, it can also
address issues arising from implenagian of
the recommendations of the finance
commission.

Commonwealth

The Maldives rgoined theCommonwealth
more than three years after the Indian Ocean
island nation quiamid mounting criticism of
its human rightsin 2016,the Maldives pulled
out of the Commonwealth.

Maldives has been formalhginstated into the
Commonwealth ags 54th member state.

1. The Commonwealth of Nations, at one
time known a®ritish
Commonweakh, is an organisation of
fifty three states that were principally
below the colonial rule of British
Government. They came into
existence with the proclamation of
sovereignty of the state from the
colonial rule of British Empire and
were later given seljovernance.

2. It proclaims that the Commonwealth
nations are fAfree
insignia of this Commonwealth
Association is Queen Elizabeth Il who

aintelligeneeu al . 0

is considered the Supreme of the
Commonwealth nations.

3. The member states of the
commonwealth araot legallyliable
or bound to each otherhey are rather
united by language, history, culture,
likeness of the democracy, human
rights and the rule of law.

4. Their values are listed down within the
Commonwealth Charter and the hands
of harmony towards the member stat
are extended by the Commonwealth
Games held every four years.

5. Former British mandates that did not
become members of the
Commonwealth are Egypt,
Transjordan, Iraq, British Palestine,
Sudan, British Somaliland, Oman,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the
United Arab Emirates.

Former namé British Commonwealth.

Compositionintergovernmental organisation
of 53 member states that are mostly former
territories of the British Empirdt operates by
intergovernmental consensofthe member
statesE=stablished in 149 bytheLondon
Declaration.

Structure Head of the Commonwealth
Queen Elizabeth Il is the Head of the
Commonwealth. The position is symbolic.

Quantum coruting gets funds

Finance minister Ni
Budget for 20221, presented on February 1,
2020, proposed Rs 8,000 crore over five years
for National Mission on Quantum
Technologies and Applications.

What are Quantum Technologies?

Quantuntechnologies comprise quantum
computing, qguantum communication, quantum
optics, quantum information processing,
guantum internet and quantum artificial

The

1 The interest and excitement about
gquantum computer is because of its
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power to dabble witkomplex area of 126,916.32 hectare (ha) in 13 states,
calculations involved in fields like according to the Economic Survey 2620.
cybersecurity which digital
computers now deal with.
1 Quantum communications can
enhance (cyber) security, provide
unique fingerprints and also increase
available bandwidth for internet
networks.

GIM is one of the eight missions launched
under the National Action Plan on Climate
Change (NAPCC).

What is a quatum computer?

f Quantum computers work

by harnessing the_ properties of 1 GIM, launched in February 2014, is
quantum mechanics. _ _ aimed at protecting, restoring and
1 Quantum computensse logical units enhancing Indiaé6s di mii
calledquantum bits, or qubiter cover and responding to climate
short, that can be put into a quantum change by a combination of adaptation
state wherg¢hey can simultaneously and mitigation measures.
represent both 0 and 1.
1. To protect, restore an:

Difference between classical and quantum falling forest cove

computers? 2. To respond to climate change through
_ a combination of adaptation as well as
1 Classical computers process mitigation measures.
information in a binary format, called 3. Toincreased forediased livelihood
bits, which can represent either a O or incomes.
1 o _ 4. To enhance annu@larbon
f  While the bits in a classical computer sequestratioby 50 to 60 million
all operate independently from one tonnes in the year 2020.

another, in a quanin computer, the
status of one qubit effects the status of
all the other qubits in the system, so
they can all work together to achieve a
solution.

Goals:

1. Improvement in qudtly of forest cover
and ecosystem services of forests
/nonforests, including moderately
dense, open forests, degraded
grassland and wetlands (5 m ha).

How the result is obtained?

While a conventional computer outputs the 2. Ecorestoration/afforestation of scrub,
same answer to a problem every time yon shifting cultivation areas, cold deserts,
a CaICUIation, the OutputS Omantum mangroves, ravines amdbandoned
computer are probabilistidhat means it does mining areas (1.8 m ha).
not always produce the same answer. So to use 3. Improvement in forest and tree cover
a quantum computer, you have to run a in urban/perurban lands (0.20 m ha)
calculation through the SyStem thousands or 4. |mprovement in forest and tree cover
even millions of times, and the ayrof on marginal agricultural lands/fallows
outputs converge around the answer that is and other notfiorest lands under
most likely to be correct. agroforestry /social forestry (3 nah

5. Management of public forest/ non
Green India Mission forests areas (taken up under the

Mission) by the community

A sum of Rs 343.08 crore has been released institutions

underthe Green India M&on (GIM) for
undertaking afforestation activities over an
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6. Adoption of improved fuelwoodise Wetlands provide a wide range of important
efficiency and alternative energy ecosystem services, such as food, water,
devices by projeearea households. groundwater recharge, water purification,
7. Diversification of foresbased flood moderation, erosion control,
livelihoodsof about 3 million microclimate regulation, landscapesthetics
households living in and around and, of course, livelihood opportunities. They
forests. are in fact a major source of water and the
princiopal pl ace from whict

receive their freshwater.

World Wetlands Day 2019 Threats

World Wetlands Days celebrated on T Increasing urbanisation has

February Z2ach year to mark the Déye significantly reduced the amount of

Convention on Wetlandsas adopted in the area under vt&ands.

Iranian City ofRamsar in 1971. T According to an assessment
undertaken by Wetlands International

India is a party to the Conventisince 1982 South Asia (WISA), between 1970

and committed to the Ramsar approach of wise and 2014, cities have rapidly degraded

use of wetlandsThethemefor 2020 wetlands, to the tune of 25 ha per sq.

is6Wetl ands and Biodiver si tkipgfbuiltuparea.
1 The biggest offenders were the

Status of wetlandis India: metropolitans of New Bihi,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Mumbai and

The bad newsisthitn di adés <ci ti es ha ygeralba(g,swpichér?t wastelands as

ha of wetland for every o wpgvgtgdum%wggroupdﬁ.cr ease
of built-up area in the last four decades.

Tyler Prize for the environment:
The good news is thaD more wetland sites )
around India have been added to the Ramsar ~ Context The Tyler Prize 202Bas been

Conventionyenderiy t hem sit es o3Vargedtg we piopegrs who quantified the
i mportanced. economic value of our natural enviroent. Of

two, one is from IndiaPavan Sukhdev.
About the Prize:

1. Established in 1973 by the late John
and Alice Tyler.

2. This global environmental prize
recognizes individuals who have
contributed in an outstanding manner
to the scientific knowledge and did
leadership to preserve and enhance the
environment of the world.

India has 37 R . . 3. Recipients encompass the spectrum of
hdia has amsar sites now, covgram environmental concerns, including

area of 1.07 million hal' he latest additions environmental policy, health, air and

include Mah aras htrads fir %NtaterBcﬁ\d%,aeéosyétémtd%ruptiotnh e
Nandur Madhmeshwar bird sanctudtyee and loss of biodiversity, and energy
more from Punjab (in Keshopiiani, Beas [eSOUrces.

Conservation Reserve and Nangal); and six
more from Uttar Pradesh (in Nawalngja
Parvati Agra, Saman, Samaspur, Sandi and
Sarsai Nawar).

Wetlands in India:

The country has over 757,000 wetlands with a
total wetland area of 15.3 million ha,
accounting for nearly 4.7% of the total
geographical area of the country.

New mascot for National Games: flame
throated bulbul:
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The flamethroated bulbul, also called the
Rubigula was chosen @he mascot of the
36th National Games to be held in Goa
because it is the State bird.

Endemicto southern peninsular India.
IUCN statud-east Concern.

Listed inScheduldg 1V of the

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

=a =4 =4

Gram Nyayalayas

The Supreme Court has directed the states,
which are yet to ame out with notifications

1 A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction
over an area specified by a notification
by the State Government in
consultation with the respective High
Court.

f The Court can function asmobile
courtat any place within the
jurisdiction of such Gram Nyayalaya,
after giving wide publicity to that
regards.

1 They have botlgivil and criminal
jurisdiction over the offences.

{1 The pecuniary jurisdiction of the
Nyayalayas aréixed by the respective
High Courts.

1 Gram Nyayalayas has begiven
power to accept certain evidences
which would otherwise not be
acceptable under Indian Evidence Act.

for establishingg Gr am Ny agogdasoay as 6

within four weeks, and asked the high courts
to expedite the process of consultation with
state governments on this issue.

What 6s the issue?

So far only 11 states have taken steps tdyno
Gram Nyayalayas. Several states have issued
notifications for
Nyayal ayasdé but all of
functioning except in Kerala, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan.

Only 208
in the country as again2{500 stimated to be
required by the 12th fivgear plan.

Gram Nyayalayas or village coudse
established undehe Gram Nyayalayas Act,
2008for speedy and easy access to justice
system in the rural areas of Indiche Act
came into force fror@ October 2009.

Composition

The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a
Nyayadhikarj who will have the same power,
enjoy same salary and benefitsaojudicial
Magistrate of First Classuch Nyayadhikari

are to beappointed by the State Government in
consultation witlthe respective High Court.
Jurisdiction

esta

6Gram Nyayal ay

Procedure

Gram Nyayalayas can follow special
procedures in civil matters, in a manner it
deem just and reasonable in the interest of
justice.

GramN ala agllow for conciliation of the

i ttgeme t f]ti‘?b@ame in the first
insta c

Appeals

AppeaPm ciminal casemalFlle to e’ dourt

of Session, which shall be heard and disposed
of within a period of six months from the date
of filing of such appeal.

Appeal in civil caseshall lie to the District
Court, which shall be heard and disposed of
within a period of six months from the date of
filing of the appeal.

The setting up of Gram Nyayalayas is
considered as an important measureetiuce
arrears and is a part of the judicial reforms. It
is estimated that Gram Nyayalayas can reduce
around 50% of the pendency of cases in
subordinate courts and can take care of the
new litigations which will be disposed within
six months.

the "5 Finance

Recommendations of

Commission
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The report othe Fifteenth Finance
Commissionalong with an Action Taken
Report, was recently tabled Rarliament.

How revenue has been divided?
1 FC has consideratie 2011

population along with forest cover, tax
effort, area of the state, and

Criticisms

1

The population parameter used by the
Commission has beecriticised by the
governments of the southern states.
The previous FC used both the 1971
and the 2011 populations to calculate

the statesd6 shares,

weight to the 1971 population (17.5%)

fidemogr aphi ctogrzve f or ma n @secempared to the 2011 population
at the statesd6 share i

of taxes.

71 In order to reward populiain control
efforts by states, the Commission
developed criterion for demographic
effortd which is essentially the ratio

il

of the statebs popul aft

fertility rate in 20119 with a weight
of 12.5%.

1 The total area of states, area under 1
fored cover, and Ai ncome
were also used by the FC to arrive at
the taxsharing formula.

1
Recommendations:

1 The Commission has reductx
vertical devolutiord the share of tax
revenues that the Centre shares with
the state® from 42% to 41%. 1

1 The Comnssion has said that it
intends to set upn expert group to
initiate a noAlapsable fund for
defence expenditure.

State wise distribution:

1 Shares of the southern states, except
Tamil Nadu, have falled with
Karnataka losing the most.

1 Shares of stateskk Maharashtra,
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab, along
with Tamil Nadu, all of which have
fertility rates below the replacement
level, have increased slightly.

1 On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh,
Ker al a, Karnat aka,
shares have fallen, even tigh their
fertility rates are also low.

71 Incidentally, Karnataka, the biggest
loser in this exercise, also had the
highest taxGSDP ratio in 20118, as
per an RBI report on state finances.

(l0%)he divisible pool

The use of @11 population figures has
resulted in states with larger
populations like UP and Bihar getting
larger shares, while smaller states with
lower fertility rates have lost out.

iThe gombined pogulation of the Bihar,s

Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan andharkhand is 47.8 crore.

This i s over 39. 48%

papulagon, and is spyead over 32.4%

of the countrybs area,

Census.

On the other hand, the southern states
of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
undivided Andhra Pradesh are home
to only 20.75% of the population

living in 19.34% of the area, with a
13.89% share of the taxes.

This means that the terms decided by
the Commission are loaded against the
more progressive (and prosperous)
southern states.

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY)

PMMVY, funding and beneficiaries,
challenges present and ways to address them.

i

and

States/UTs and districts awarded for
best performare under PMMVY.

In the category dbest performance
since inception of the Scherte
States/UTdaving population of more
thawel srorehefiessihpgsion gvas
awarded to the state bfadhya
Pradeshfollowed by Andhra Pradesh
and Haryana in the third positi.

In the same categogmong
States/UTs having population of less
than 1 croreDadra & Nagar Haveli is
in the first position. Himachal stood
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second and Chandigarh is at the third
position.

3. Inthe District level awards for
States/UTs with population ofane
than 1 crorethefirst position went to
Indore in Madhya Pradesim the
same category for States/UTs with
population under than 1 crore, the first
position went to Serchhip in Mizoram.

PMMVY:

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) is a maternitybenefitrechristened
from erstwhilelndira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog
Yojana (IGMSY).

The scheme ia conditional cash transfer
schemdor pregnant and lactating women.

It providesa partial wage compensation to
womenfor wageloss during childbirth and
childcare and to provide conditions for safe
delivery and good nutrition and feeding
practices.

1. Promoting appropriate practice, care
and institutional service utilization
during pregnancy, delivery and
lactation.

2. Encouraging the women to follow
(optimal) nutriton and feeding
practices, including early
andExclusive breastfeedinfgr the
first six months.

3. Providing cash incentives for
improved health and nutrition to
pregnant and lactating mothers.

Locust attacks

U During the past few weeks, major
locust attacks have been observed in
severakountries in western and
southern Asia and in eastern Africa.

Which countries are affected?
The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)

of the United Nations has currently identified
three hotspots of threatening locust activity,

where the situation has been calfee@ x t r e me | y

al ar rdithedlorn of Africa, the Red Sea
area, and southwest Asia.

1. The Horn of Africahas been calletthe
worstaffeded areawhere the FAO
has said there i a n
threat to food security and
|l iveli hoodso.

2. Locust swarms from Ethiopia and
Somalia have travelled south to Kenya
and 14 other countries in the
continent.

3. Inthe Red Sea ardacusts have
struck inSaudi Arabia, Oman, and
Yemen.

4. In southwest Asidpcusts swarms
have caused damage in Iran, India, and
Pakistan.

5. Pakistan and Somalleave recently
declaredocust emergencies.

What are locusts?

Locusts are a group shorthorned
grasshoppers that mydty in numbers as they
migrate long distances in destructive swarms
(up to 150km in one day).

Four species of locusts are found in India:
Desert locust (Schistocerca gregaria),
Migratory locust (Locusta migratoria),
Bombay Locust (Nomadacris succincta) and
Tree locust (Anacridium sp.).

How do they inflict damage?

1 The swarms devour leaves, flowers,
fruits, seeds, bark and growing points,
and also destroy plants by their sheer
weight as they descend on them in
massive numbers.

1 The desert locust is regardesithe
most destructive pest in India as well
as internationally, with a small swarm
covering one square kilometre being
able to consume the same amount of
food in one day as 35,000 people.

Global Go To Think Tank Index

U Global Go To Think Tank Indelas
been released.

1 The Index is released lyniversity of
Pennsylvania each year since 2008.

1 It evaluates publigolicy research
analysis and engagement organisagi
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that generate poliegriented research, places to 27th position among 176
analysis, and advice on domestic and global think tanks.
international issues. 5. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research
T It claims to enable policy makers and Foundationwasthe highestanked
the public to make informed decisions Indian think tank with a political party
on public policy. affiliation in the world,getting a rank
of 31st, among 38 such institons.
Definition of think tanks: 6. India Foundation and Vivekananda

International Foundatiowere ranked

The report deof ianse-dp udbtlhiicn k 3@thhand34th on that list.
policy research analysis and engagement

organisations that generate potoyented The 2020 report raised some critical threats

research, analysis, and advice on domestic and and opportunities that think tanks across the

international issues, thereby enabling globe face.

policymakers and the public to make informed

decisions about public policy It called upon such organisations to develop
naional, regional, and global partnerships and

How are they ranked? create new, innovative platforms to deliver for
an everexpanding audience of citizens, policy

Nomination and Ranking Criteria included makers and businesses.

think tankos |l eadership, staff reputation,

quality and reputation of the research and India has the secordrgest number of think

analysis produced, ability to recruit and retain tanks at 509. The US has the highest number at
elite scholars, analysts, academic performance, 1,871.
reputation, the impact ofathink an k 0 s
research and programs on policymakers and Purified Terephthalic Acid (PTA)
reputation with policymakers.
The government has announced that it was

Top players: abolishing in Aaurpihg ¢ i nt e
duty that was levied on imports of a chemical
1 The list was topped by Carnegie calledPTA

Endowment for International Peace of
Us, foll owed by Bel lgnplicatbass Br uegel
and French Institute of Internatidna

Relations (IFRI). Domestic manufacturers of polyester have
T UKos Chatham House galedthenvaked rrelieftohthe industry,
on the list. claiming they had been fighting to remove the

duty for fouranda-half years.
Performance of institutions in India:

What is PTA?
1. Centre for Science and Environment
(CSE)has been placed at No. 16. CSE 1 Purified Terephthalic Acid (PTA) is a
climbed up two notches in the crucial raw material used to make
14thversion of the report. various products, including polyester
2. The organisation alsmoved up three fabrics.

placesamong be st i ndependem tPTA nakes lor around 7680% of a
tanksd toinbhewodd No. 12 3 polyester productand is, therefore,

andsixth among Indian think tanks. important to those involved in the
3. Globally,it was ranked 41 of 60 manufacture of mamade fabrics or
organisations committed to energy and their components.
resource policy. 1 This includes products like polyester
4. | n d Olesénger Research Foundation staple fibre and spun yarn. Some
(ORF)has jumped more than 90 sportswear, swimsuits, dresses,

trousers, curtains, sofa covers, jackets,
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car seat covers and bed sheets have a
certain proportion of polyester in
them.

What led to the government decision?

1. There has been persistent demand that
they should be allowed to source that
particular product at anfafdable
rate, even if it means importing it.

2. Easy availability
i nputo at competitive
desirable to unl

potential in the textile sector, seen as a
isignificanto

3. The duty had meant importers wer
paying an extra $2$160 for every
1,000 kg of PTA that they wanted to
import from countries like China,
Taiwan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran,
Korea and Thailand.

4. Removing the duty will allow PTA
users to source from international
markets and may make it amich as
$30 per 1,000 kg cheaper than now.

Why was it imposed in the first place?

The companies, which submitted that they
accounted for over 50% of the domestic PTA
industry, had argued that some countries had
been exporting the product to India at psice
lower than its value in their own domestic
markets. This dumping of PTA into the Indian
mar ket had a
the domestic industry, they argued.

Why was the move controversial?

1. Companies using PTA to manufacture
polyester productslaimed that the
move went against
vision of making the textiles sector a
globally competitive industry.
According to them, the move left them
with limited domestic suppliers of
PTA. The companies had alleged that
t he pr odu cecoinse maeo s t
expensive domestically, which made
their own products pricier and less
attractive for their domestic and
international buyers.

2. This had led to a drop in exports of
some of these products during 2014

ock

16, and an increase in imports of the
productghey had been producing, as
there was no safeguard against imports
of cheaper versions of these
downstream polyestdrased products.

3. On top of this, the domestic industry
had argued that domestic PTA
producers had not only been unable to
ramp up capacityo cater to demand
for the product, shutdowns of their

of t Mangfackring factliteonae a year

fPF maigtananceypgrposes had also led

A Hehortages ¢f the raw material. PTA
users claim that they had not been

e mp | oy me manufacliing as much polyester as

they were capablef, operating at
70% of their capacity at any given
time.

East Asia Summit

India is set to host aBast Asia
Summitconference this week i@hennaiwith

a focus ormaritime security cooperation and
tackling challenges in the maritime domain.

It will be organised bythe Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), in partnership with the
governments ofAustraliaandIndonesia.

The Conference is expected to serve as a
platform for free and open dialogue among all
the EAS partners on various issues of maritime
securitycooperation, and to come up with

Asigni fi c asefulduggediongan Baekling angllenges in o n

the maritime domain in a cooperative manner.

This conference is the fourth in a series of
EAS Maritime Security Conferences organised
by the Indian governmeidt the first

confeeence was organised Mew Delhiin
INowempes 20165y the sasandGdain

November 2016 and the third

in Bhubaneswain June 2018.

EAS isan initiative of ASEANNd is based on
the premise of the centrality of ASEAN.
had b

It is a forum held annually by leaders 18
countries in the East Asian, Southeast Asian
and South Asian regions.

EAS meetings ardeld after annuaASEAN
| eader sd6 meetings.
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Thefirst summit was held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysiaon 14 December 2005.

There are six priority areas of regional
cooperaton within the framework of the EAS.
These aré Environment and Energy,
Education, Finance, Global Health Issues and
Pandemic Diseases, Natural Disaster
Management, and ASEAN Connectivity. India
endorses regional collaboration in all six
priority areas.

1. EAS, representingearly50 per cent
of the
per cent of global traddés a mega
gathering and is a testimony to the rise
of Asia.

2. EAS is aregion of strong and fast
growing economiedt is considered
thethird pole of world eonomyafter
the US and Europks four major
economic players namely Japan,
China, India and Korea are among the
twelve largest ranking global
economies.

3. Financial and monetary cooperation
between ASEAN+6 or EAS
countriescould be an area of fruitful
coopeation in view of the fact that
their combined foreign exchange
reserves exceed $ 3 trillion.

1. For India,EAS acts asn alternative

tothe APEG n whi ch | ndi

enjoy the membership.

2. I ndi abds
arecognition of itfast growing
economic and political clout.

3. Act East policy of Indiatn order to
build multi-faceted relations with
ASEAN and other multilateral nations
and strengthen bilateral relations India
has emphasised upon its Act East
Policies for which EAS will prove
crucial.

4. Chinads
China Sea and the nature of its
growing investments has led
the ASEAN countries to vielmdia as
a potential power that could balance a
rising China.

5. 1l ndiabs strength
and informatiortechnology andapan
has a sound capital base. Thiusre

are complementarities in trade and
production structures of the EAS
members.
6. Il ndi ads deep cultural a
links with the EAS countries are
widely known.India can play a major
role in cultural and pegple to people
cooperationwith the regionwhich
can reinforce the economic momentum
for community building.

wo r ladd@eer2( o p u

me mber shi p

East Asia Summit

Leaders’ summit in Naypyidaw, Myanmar on Nowemkb:

Russia
— Soaith Korea
I Japamn
J ﬂ"r!a Wietmam
India s Laos
Myanmar e Cambodia
. Philippines
Thailand — . PP
Malaysia _
Singapore Ausiralia
Iric e san
Brurned Bl Fealand

m Members of Asseciation of Southeast Asian Mations

Lo Al o v e DFAT

doesnot

to the EAS i s

Vikram Sarabhai

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
and Department of Atomic Energy (DABR)e
conducting various events at natioreldl in a
year long programme to commemorate

the 100thbirth anniversary of Dr. Vikram
Sarabhai.

assertiveness in the Sout h
Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions:

Vikram Sarabhai was born on August 12,

1919. Sarabhai was instrumental in forming

I ndi abs r
| i@@URthr ¥@s vsRaceelcepearch f

future gupthastrono
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1. Based on his persuasion, the Indian
government agreed to set up thdian
National Committee for Space
ResearchINCOSPARIn 1962.

2. Sarabhai was thierst chairman of the
committee. The INCOSPAR was
restructued andenamed amdian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
in 1969.

3. Sarabhai foundethe Physical
Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad in
the year 1947The laboratory started
its operation from RETREAT,
Sarabhai é6s resi denc%eeb
Its first topic of esearch was cosmic
rays.

4. Healsosetupndi adés first
launch site in Thumba,small village
near the Thiruvananthapuram airport
in Kerala.

5. Vikram Sarabhai was also responsible
for bringingcable television to India. T
His constant contact with NASA
paved a way for the establishment
of Satellite Instructional Television
Experiment (SITE) in 1975.

6. Sarabhai was the mastermind behind
buildingl ndi aés first
Aryabhata.

7. He was one of thiounding members
of thelndian Institute of Management,
Ahmedbad (IIMA).

8. Vikram Sarabhai receivetie Padma
Bhushanin 1966or his contribution to
I ndiadbs progress.
thePadma Vibhushaim 1972,
posthumously.
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India develops new vaccine to control classical
swine fever

The Indian Institute of Vetmary Research
(IVRI) of the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) has developed a new vaccine
to controlclassical swine fever.

It is alive attenuated CSF cell culture vaccine
(indigenous strain).

The indigenously developed vaccine will help

in saving rabbits as the currently used vaccine
(lapinized CSF vaccine) is produced by

sacrificing large numbers of rabbits. q

Besides, the new vaccine gives immunity for
two years as compared to 3 to 6 months
protection under the currently used vaccines.

Thenew vaccine will be a part of the
g o v e r n@ne Hdalth fitiative.

What is Classical Swine Fever (CSF)?

Hog Cholera or Classical swine fever (C&F)
a contagious viral disease of domestic and
wild swine.It happens due to the viruses that
bring viral darrhea in pigs anddallments in

n Ahmedaba

es not harm humbuasall

The diseas %
?ﬁ) fedautions are advised to follow.

Concerns for India:

Classical Swine Fever (CSF) is one of
the biggest pigséo
causes a loss of about 400 cravés
rupees per year in India. This has led
to a decrease in the population of pigs
in 2019.

India gugrently requires 22 million
doses of the CSF (Classical Swine
Fever) vaccine every year. However,
currently, only 1.2 million doses are
being produced. Theeason behind its
less production is that only 50 doses
can be prepared from the spleen of a

fabbit. 5 | 5

awar ded

Reverse osmosis (RO)

The Union Environment Ministry has
issued a notification to comply with
the NGT order whiclprohibited the
use of reverse osmosis@R
purifiersin places where total
dissolved solids (TDS) in the supplied
water are below 500 mg per litre.
The NGT had ordered a ban BO
filters on the grounds thaheywasted
waterand that, in the process of
removing salts, they ofteteprived
drinking water of essential salts,
which could affect the nutritional
intake of the people.

Background
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Current BIS regulations consided0
mg/litred 1,200 mg/litre of total
dissolved solids, which consist of salts
and some organic matter, as
acceptable.

Osmosisand RO:

Osmosis nvol ves 6a
water) naturally moving from an area
of low solute concentration, through a
membrane, to an area of high solute
concentration.

A reverse osmosgg/stem applies an
external pressure to reverse the natural
flow of solvent and so seawater or
brackish water is pressurised against
one surface of the membrane, causing
saltdepleted water to move across the
membrane, releasing clean water from

thelowpr essure si debo6.

What are the problems with RO
plants?

Deposition obrine (highly
concentrated salt wateglong the
shores.

Affects fauna and floradyper salinity
along the shore affects
plankton,which is the main food for
several of these fish species. The high
pressure motors needed to draw in the
seawater end uguckng in small fish
and life forms, thereby crushing and
killing themd again a loss of marine
resource.

Construction of the RO plants
requiredtroves of

groundwater Freshwater that was
sucked out and is replaced by salt
water, rendering it unfit for the
residents around the desalination
plants.

1 There are concerns that desalinated the

RO wate may beshort of vital

minerals such as calcium, magnesium,
zinc, sodium, potassium and
carbonates.

f Most RO plants put the water
sol ventthroughai c i @ 8 B tproeesst O

whereby salts are added to make TDS
around 300 mg/I.

Are there technological alternatives?
Lowtemperature thermal desalination
(LTTD) techniquevorks on the

principle that water in the ocean 1,000
or 2,000 feet below is about 4° C to 8°
C colder than surface water. So, salty
surface water is collected in a tank and
subject to high pressure (\é&

external power source). This pressured
water vapourises and this is trapped in
tubes or a chamber. Cold water
plumbed from the ocean depths is
passed over these tubes and the vapour
condenses into fresh water and the
resulting salt diverted away.
OceanThermal Energy Conversiolit:
will draw power from the vapour
generated as a part of the desalination
process. This vapour will run a turbine
and thereby will be independent of an
external power source. While great in
theory, there is no guarantee it will
work commercially. For one, this
oceanbased plant requires a pipe that
needs to travel 50 kilometres
underground in the sea before it
reaches the mainland.

Blue dot network

The first meeting ofhe Blue Dot Network s
_embryonic steering committee was held

b u irdcehtly # Whshifgton, with Australia and
Japan as partners.

Cost and time©On an average, it costs
about 900 crore to
MLD -plant and, as the Chennai
experience has shown, about five
years for a plant to be set up.

Energy neededfo remove the salt
required, there has to be a source of
electricity, either a power plaor a
diesel or battery source. Estimates
have put this at about 4 units of
electricity per 1,000 litres of water. It
is estimated thatitcost3 t o pr o dO
100 litres of potable water.
Is RO water healthy?

What is the Blue dot network?

The U.S., Australia and Japannounced the
network during the November 4, 2019, Indo
Pacific Business Forum in Bangkdke
initiative aligns with the52 0 6 s ipl€rfor n c
uality Infrastructure Investmenparticularly

overnance, environmental standards and
transparency.
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It will act asa globally recogried seal of
approval for major infrastructure projects,
letting people know the projects are
sustainable and not exploitative.

It is a newS:led certification plan. 2. Leaks include a massive number of

A Abl ue dcweadedtavi | | be records, including images of CT scans,
projects the initiative endorses. X-rays, MRIs and even pictures of the
The Network willnot itself directy patients.

invest in projects. 3. The report also placédaharashtraat

At presenthe project is led by the the top of the States affected by the
U.S. International Development leak.Followed byKarnataka

Finance Corporation (boasting access
to $60 billion in capital), in

partnership with the government

Ranking of the countries:

owned Japan Bank for International This is the second edition of the repand it
Cooperation and Ausg¢raddiaPiSes countries
Department of Foreign Affairs. fiugl yo cbasedcog the actierstaken by

Once fully up and runninghe new

upea their governments after the first report was
network will bring together

governments, the private sector and category, after the U.S.
other organizations behind a set of
high-quality global infrastructure concerns

development standards.

1 The leak is worrying becausiee
affected patients can include anyone
from the common working man to
politicians and celebrities. In image
driven fields like politics or
entertainment, knowledge about

Hereds how the network Wi lchrairhekts faced by people from

these fields could deal a huge blow to
Any country or company can theirimage.
participate in the network, as long as it 1 The other concern is of fake identities
agreesto adhere tothetneo r k 6 s hi g h being created using the details, which
standards of promoting quality, private can be misused in any possible
sectorled investment. Projects that number of ways.
seek to be certified by the Blue Dot
Network will complete an online
application.
Countries, companies and local
communities will all benefit from the
Blue Dot Netwok. When projects are
certified by the Blue Dot Network,
communities and investors can be
confident about the high standards and
sustainability of the infrastructure.

Issues to be addressed:

The report says the leak was facilitated by the
fact thatthe Picture Archiving and
CommunicationsSystems (PACSEgrvers,
where these details are stored, are not secure
and linked to the public Internet without any
protection, making them easily accessible to

Maharashtra tops list of States hit by global  5licious elements.
medical data leak

Why maintain privacy?

Greenbone Sustainable Resice,a German

cybersecurity firm, has publishedreport on
medical data leakThis is the second report.

1. Medical details of over 120 million

Any communication between a doctor and a
patient isprivileged one. A doctor or a hospital
is thus ethically, legally and morally bound to

) - maintain confidentiality.
Indian patients have been leaked and

made freely available on the Internet.
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WHAT IS
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t ¢ Survey
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Prepared by
Restrictions

Tabled in

Finance Minister tabled tHeconomic Survey
201920in the Parliament afterjaint address
by President Ram Nath Kovind to both Lok
Sabha ad Rajya Sabha.

Prepared by Chief Economic Advisor, the
Economic Survey gives a review of the
developments in the economy over the
previous 12 months and algives an outlook
for the next financial year.

The Economic Survey for 2042020 seems an
exercisadrivenby 20/20 hindsightcombined
with an optimistic 20/20 vision for the year to
come, as it expectSDP growth to revive from
the 5% estimated for this year to a range
between 6%6.5% next year.

The Survey hints at going easw fiscal deficit
targetsin a bid to shore up growth and makes a
valiant attempt to evangelise wealth creation
by entrepreneurs instead of demonising them.

Economic Survey:

Ministry of Financepresents aannual
documenknown asEconomic Survewhich
gives the details of varisusectors of the
economy and overall economic scenario of the
country in the past years.

The Economic Surveyistec hnocrat 6s ac

to the government. Not only this, it also
provides an outline for the year ahead.

The first Economic Survey of India was
presented i195051. It was presented along
with the Union Budget up to 1964 and from
1964 onwards, it had been separated from the
Union Budget.

The Economic Division of the Department of
Economic Affairsprepared the Economic
Survey in the Finance Minist under the
overall guidance of the Chief Economic
Adviser.

When senior officers provide their inputs in
the Ministry of Finance, the final version of
the Economic Survey is scrutinized by the
Finance Secretary and finally approved by the
Union Finance Miister.

Aggressive Disinvestment Target:

Economic Survey has recommended an
aggressive target for disinvestment of the
Central Public Sector Enterprises.

The decision is intended to brihggher
profitability and promote efficiencin the
operations Publi§ector Units.

Furthermore, disinvestment will also bring in
higher competition and promote
professionalisnin the operational culture of
the organizations.

Calls for Urgent Reforms in Banking Sector:
Economic Survey said that

Sectomeedaurgent attention and refornisat
can support the growing economy.

The survey calls for healthy banking sector
that is led by Public Sector Banks.

Among thethree key recommendatidor
banking sector, the survey mentions use of
Fintech across all banig functions, employee
ownership to enhance efficiency and use of
emerging technologies such as-bafa,
artificial intelligence and machine learning to
improve operations.
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Infra Spend Roadmap to UDS 5 Trillion Weak global growth impacting India as well as
Economy: investment slowdown due to financial sector
issues had led to grakvdropping to a decade
As part of the roadmap to the aititus target low in current fiscal, the survey said, adding
of achieving USD 5 Trillion Economyhe 5% growth projected for 20120 is the lowest

Economic Survey highlighted that India needs it could fall for now.
to invest UDS 1.4 Trillion on the development

of Infrastructure. The Survey delves into texts frofth century

BCand cites Tamilpoéki r uval | uvar 6s
Lack of Infrastructuravas citedasé@ bi ndi ngirhi rukur al anshasf(smuti |l yaods
Cc 0 n s ton the ecdandmic growth ranging espouse the virtues of the invisible hand of the
from power infrastructure, transport and poor market combined with trust in wealth creation.
connectivity.

The higher growth hopes for the coming year
Economic Survey said t BAraactuaglybasechddso msehi  att.ii wnd es
of becoming a $5 trillion economy depends on
two things By this time next year, there will be some

clarity on wheherit was wishful thinking or
1) Promotingd p-bosi nesthad p ol i c2p/20 vision.
unleashes the power of competitive markets to

generate walth. Select Committee recommendations on
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill

2) Weaning away frod p-c pony 6thapol i cy

may favour specific private interests, 15 major changes have been suggested in a

especially powerful incumbents. report presented by the Select Committee on
Surrogacy (RegulatiorBill . The bill prohibits

Chief Economic Advisor praised his team for commercial arrogacy and allow only altruistic

Afwor king hardd and havibuirepacp.r epared t he

ifsecond economic survey in the span of siXx

mont.hso The Bill was passed by thak Sabhan

August 2019, but had to be referred for re
The government must use its strong mandate assessment to the select committee in

to deliver expeditiously on reforms, which will November 2019, as several Rajya Sabha
enable the economy to strongly rebound in members found certain clauses contentious
202021. such as lfowing only altruistic surrogacy with

a near relative as a surrogate.
It also called foimproving governance in

public sector bankand the need for more 1. Keep aroption for compensating the
disclosure of informatiorotbuild trust. It also surrogate mother beyond medical
talks about dwarfism in the banking sector. expenses and insurance cover#ugt
includes taking care of her nutritional
Conclusion: food requirements, maternity wear,

etc.that is vital for the wellbeing and

upkeep of the surrogate mother.
2. Thecontroversiat | ause of ficl os

r e | ahas beenaone away with and

instead the committee has

recommended the term to be replaced

with a Awilling womano.
3. Who can optBingle women,

including a widow and divorcee,

between the ages of 35 and 45 years,

should be able to opt for surrogacy.

Economic Survey calls for measures to make it
easier to start new business, register property,
pay taxes, enforce contrac®overnment
interventions seem to lieeffective in

stabilising priceof commaodities such as
onions: SurveyEconomic Survey calls for

more reforms for making it easier to do
business in country.
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4. Increase insurance covéor the
surrogate mother from the 16 months
proposed in the Bill to 36 months.

5. In order to protect the interests of the
child born through surrogacy, the
order regarding the parentage and
custody of the child, issued by a
Magistrate, shall behe birth affidavit
for the surrogate child.

India has emerged assurrogacy hulfor
couples from other countries and there have
been repds concerning unethical practices,
exploitation of surrogate mothers,
abandonment of children born out of
surrogacy, and rackets involving
intermediaries importing human embryos and
gametesThe 228th report of the Law
Commission of Indidas recommended
prohibiting commercial surrogacy
andallowing altruistic surrogaclpy enacting
suitable legislation.

Female Genital Mutilation

Every yearFebruary 6 is observed as the
International Day of Zero Tolerance for
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).

What is Femal&enital Mutilation?

It is the name given to procedures that involve
altering or injuring the female genitalia for
non-medical or cultural reasons, and is
recognised internationally asviolation of
human rights and the health and integrity of
girls and women.

Types
WHO classifiedour types of FGM:

1. type 1 (partial or total removal of the
clitoral glans).

2. type 2 (partial or total removal of the
external and visible parts of the clitoris
and the inner folds of the vulva).

3. type 3 (infibulation, or narrowingf
the vaginal opening through the
creation of a covering seal).

4. type 4 (picking, piercing, incising,
scraping and cauterising the genital
area).

Where is it practiced?

Most girls and women who have undergone
FGM live in subSaharan Africa and the Arab
States, but it is also practiced in some
countries in Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin
America. Countries where FGM is performed
include Burkina Faso, Central African
Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Sudan, Egypt, Oman, United Arab
Emirates (UAE)Jraq, Iran, Georgia, Russian

Federation, Columbia and Peru, among others.

Why prevent FGM?

As perthe World Health Organization (WHO),
globally, over 200 million girls alive today
have suffered FGM in over 30 countrid$ie
economic costs of treating h#al
complications arising out of FGM amount to
roughly $1.4 billion for 2018 for 27 countries
where FGM is performed. If the prevalence
remains the same, the amount is expected to
rise up to $2.3 billion by 2047.

Kumbhabhishekam

The O6kumbhabhi sh ofkhemo
1,010yearold Brihadeeswarar Temple or the
Big Templeis being held athanjavur This
enormously significant event wasld after 23
yearsd and afterlhe Madras High Court had
settled an old argument over the ritual
purification process only five days previously.

The judgment delivered on January 31 by the
Madurai Bench of the court addressed the
struggle for supremacy between the Sanskrit
and Tamil tradtions that lies at the heart of
several cultural battles in the stéteand

which also played out in the kumbhabishegam
ceremony.

What was the issue?

There was dispute over which language
should be used in the slokas at the
kumbhabisheganThe Thanjai Briya Koll
Urimai Meetpu Kuzhu (Thanjavur Big Temple
Rights Retrieval Committee), an organisation
that aims to restore Tamil traditions in the Sri
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Brihadishvara Temple, had demanded that 1. Thepermanent office of the Trusill
kumbhabishegam should be held only in be discussed in the first meeting of
Tamil. However, the governent had told that Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teertha
the consecration will be performed in both Kshetra.
Tamil and Sanskrit. 2. Trust will becompletely free to take
every decision related to the
Brihadishvara Temple: construction of Ram templie will
also have to arrange all fatidis for
1 Built by emperor Rajaraja Chola | devotees such as kitchen, gaushala,
(985 CE-1015 CE). museum and sarai. _
1 It has seewnly five kumbhabhishekam 3. Trustees can legally accept donations,
ceremonies so far grants, immovable property and
1 As per the customs of Hinduism, assistance from any person, an
6 k u mbihsahbehk amé i s done olfséusionforfacilities and temple
12 yearsAccording tothe Hindu construction. Apart from this, the trust
Religious and Charitable Endowments can also take loan.
(HR&CE) departmenthe temple had 4. The board of trustees will appoint one
6kumbhabhi shekamé i n 1 usteeas presigeptanaging trustee,
1843, 1980 and 1997. who will preside over meetings. At the
1 Located on the banks &faveri river, same time, the general secretary and
it is an exemplary example of a lful treasurer will also be appointed.
realisedDravidian architecture. 5. The trust willdecide on investment for
1 ltis called adDhakshinaMeru (Meru existing funds fothe construction of
of south). Ram templelnvestment for the temple
1 The temple i part of will be in the name of the trust.
the UNESCOWorld Heritage 6. Thedonations received for the Ram
Siteknownas he @ Great Li vi ndemplewilbeusedonlyforthe work
Chol a T elongWita thethola of the trust.This money will not be
dynastyeraGangaikonda Cholapuram used for any other work.
temp|eandAiravatesvara temp|e_ 7. TI’USteeS willnot have the ght to Se"
1 There are several shrines added to the immovable property associated with
temple by most of the following rulers Ram Mandir trust.
such aghe PandyaS, the Vijayanagara 8. Trust will have td(eep account of
rulers and the Marathas, too. donations and expenses received for
Ram TempleBalance sheets will be
1 Brihadeshwara Temple is alttwe first created and trustos ac:
all-granite temple in the world. audited.

9. There isno provision of salary for the
members of the Ram Mandir trustt
the expenses incurred during the
journey will be paid by the trust.

Ram Temple trust

A 15-member trust to oversee the construction

of a Ram temple in Ayodhylaas been
constitutedT he announcement c-JHf"S c%mesﬁ| ﬂ?ed’v k8 of the Supreme Court,

schemeo for devel opi nglgétswlg%ement £, dSpé‘tteziﬁﬁ gthel K
formationof a Trust named S hr i Ram nion government to rm atrus canloo

Janambhoomi Twamadally Ks ﬁtéhF (I:ogsgu:tlon and management of the
the prime minister.

: _ ,)
There will be a total of 15 members in the trust ~ "WHY & trust:

d 9 permanent and 6 nominated members. i ) )
One of the five suits before the court in the

Babri Masjid case was in the name of the deity
itself, Sri Ram Lalla Virajmanand of the
birthplace Asthan Shri Ram Janmabhoomi.

The government has made nine rules which
will be the basis of how the trust willork:
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This suit was founded on th&ain that the on Indian, Bangladeshi and Maldivian
law recognises both the idol and the birthplace tourists.
as juridical entities. The court did not accept 1 The new levy, however, wiliot be
the Janmasthan as a juridical entity. applicable across Bhutaif.o pronote
tourism in the less popular Eastern
It awarded the title of the land Ram Lalla,to Bhutan, the SDF will not be levied on
be held by the Trust that the Court said should tourists travelling to 11 districts in the
be set ugvithin three months. This Trustilke region.
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra. T The decision has been takenprotect
the ecology of the country, amid a
What did the Supreme Court say about the spike in visitors from India.
Trust?
So far, tourists fromhe three countries had
When the Supreme Court delivered its been exempt from a levy that other nationals
judgment on November 9, 2019, it directed the ~ had to payd  $250 per person per day during
Centre to formulate within three months a the peak season, and $200 per person per day

schemdosetumm i Trust with a dgipgdhe @w sggson. The low season is in the

Trustees or any ot her %iptg framdecemaberéo Febpigry gnd during
under The Acquisition of Certain Area at the rans from June to August.
Ayodhya Act, 1993yi t h power s Aincluding

the construction of a templ eod.

The court used its powers undeticle 142to
di rect tibtarepreBeatatipnrmaypbe
giveninthe Trusttd he Ni r mohi Akhar ao.

The Court also said that the scheme to be Longest Spaceflight by a Woman: Christina
framed by the Centre should maken e c e s s a Koch:

pr ov i aboubthesfunctioning of the Trust

or the body, including on matters relating to its ~ TheNational Aeronautics and Space

maragement, the powers of the trustees Administration (NASAastronautChristina
fiincluding the constr u&dchlanded onthe Rarthos sibrlagy, a n d
necessary, incidental and supplemental 2020 aftera record stay of 328 days on
matterso. thelnternational Spce Station.
Furthermore, thi§rust will get the possession The previousongest single
of the inner and outer courtyards along with spaceflightoy anywomarnwas 289
the rest of the acquired landshich will be days byPeggy Whitsoralso an
managed and developed by the Shri Ram American, who set that record in 2017.
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra. 1 Valery Polyakov of Russlolds

the combine (i.e. for both men and
What next? womenyecordfor the longest single

spaceflidt in history (438 days).
Under the Ayodhya law, the government

would transfer the authorized land, which is Lucknow Declaration:

nearly 67.703 acres and of which the inner and

outer courtyard is a part, to thewaly {1 Itis ajoint declarationadopted as an
constituted Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth outcome of thdirst India-Africa

Kshetra. Defence Miniwhcer so

was held along the sidmes of the
Bhutandés new tourism f ee: DefExpo2020.
1 Aim: The Conclave was conducted
§  Bhutan will now impose with the aim of &porting Indiamade
isustainabl e devel op me equipnieettothe AfrgamEontinent in
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keeping with longstanding defence solar wind plasma. The heliopause marks the
partnerships since the 1950s. end of the heliosphere and the beginning of
interstellar space.

The Declaration calls fodeeper cooperation
in the domain of defence industry including About Voyager mission:
through investment, joint ventures in defenc

equipment software, digital defence, research f Launched in the 19706s
& development, provisioning of defence probes sent by NASA were only

equipment, spares and their maintenance on meant to explore the outer planéts

sustainable and mutually beneficial terms. but they just kept on going.

1 Voyager 1 departed Earth on 5
NASAO6s Voyager 2 spacecr afSeptember1977, afew days after
Voyager 2 and left our solar system in

NASA has managed to fix iNéoyager2 probe 2013.
remotely, almost 11.5 billion miles away from T The mission objective of the Voyager
its location.The probe has reportedly been Interstellar Mission (VIM)s to extend
acting in an unexpected manner as it failed to the NASA exploration of the solar
carry out a maneuver as planradJanuary system beyond the neighborhood of
25. Moreover, the glitch in the probe was the outer planets to the outer limits of
detected by the spacecraf ttdhse fSanldts catheotei orf
software which was relayed to NASA. possibly beyond.

1 The Voyager spacedft are the third
Voyager 2is the only probe ever to study and fourth human spacecraft to fly
Neptune and Uranus during planetary flybys. beyond all the planets in our solar

systemPioneers 10 and 11 preceded

It is the second mamade object téeave our Voyager in outstripping the
planet. gravitational attraction of the Sun but

on February 17, 1998, Voyager 1
passed Pioneer 10 to become st

\Y 2 igh I ftto h ) S
oyager 2 isihe only spacecraft to have distant humammade object in space.

visited all four gas giant planeds Jupiter,

Saturn, Uranus and Neptuée and discovered ]
16 moons, as well as phenomena like Guru Ravidas (Sant Ravidas Jayamias

Neptuneds mysterious] ycegepradter(iigﬁelngry JGreat Dar k

Spot, thecracksinEuropas i ce shell, and ring

features at every planet. T Guru Ravidas was a North
Indianmystic poet of the bhakti

What is Interstellar space? mowement.

1 While the exact year of his birth is not
known, it is believed that the saint was
bornin 1377 C.E.

1 Guru Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated
on Magh Purnimawhich is the full
moon day in the Hindu calendar
month of Magha.

1 TheAdi Granth of Sikhs, in adilbn to

the Panchvani are the two of the

oldest documented sources of the
literary works of Guru Ravidas.

Notably,he belonged to an

untouchable caste and suffered a lot of

atrocities as a resultdlowever, the

saint chose to focus on spiritual

pursuits analso penned several
devotional songs which made a huge

Scientists use the heliopause to mark where
interstellar space begins, although depending
on how you define our solar system it can
stretch all the way to the Oort Cloud, which
begins 1,000 times farther away from the sun
than Earthoés orbit.

The Heliosphere:

The heliospherés a bubble around the sun 1
created by the outward flow of the solar wind

from the sun and the opposing inward flow of

the interstellar windThat heliosphere ithe

region influenced by the dynamic properties of

the sun that are carried in the solar Wisatch

as magnetic fields, energetic particles and
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impact in the Bhakti movement during
the 14th to 16th century CE.
1 He is believed to ba disciple of the

bhakti saintpoetRamanandand FROM YES TO NO TO MAYBE
; ; » Reservation in promotions » Relying on the 2006 5C
acontem.porary of the bhakti saint allowed since 1955 till the 5C judgment, several high courts
poetKabl_r. o held it unconstitutional in 1992 struck down reservations
1 One of his famosi disciples was the > In 1995, law wai in promotion
; ; ; amended to allow » UPA government
saint,Mirabai. _ i apeesimyaiis introduced abill
T Among Ravi dasds MO halengedinScandin that said all SCs and
intellectual achievements were the 2006, the court said that $Ts shall be deemed
conception ofi Be g a m@uity a 0 LIS g s L o e Lovbes g
p g @ W_ ) state will have to satisfy passing by Parliament
that knows no sorrow; and a society the test of: » On Tuesday, the apex
where caste and class have ceased to L. Backwardness ; court allowed promotions
1. Inadequate representation temporarily till it decides on
matter. 1. Overall efficiency the legality of the law

Disha law

The Andhra Pradesh state government is
preparing to implemerihe Disha Bill once it
gets the nod of the PresideAs per the law,
the state has tequip itself with facilites

like forensic laboratories, special courts, and
public prosecutors.

Last year, the Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Assembly had passé¢ke Andhra Pradesh
Disha Bill, 2019(Andhra Pradesh Criminal
Law (Amendment) Act 2019).

Guru Ravidas Teachings: Features of the Bill:
Guru Ravidaspoke against the caste divisions 1. It envisageshe completion of
and spoke of removing them to promote unity. investigation in seven days and trial in
His teachings resonated with the people, 14 working daysyhere there is
leading to a religion being born called adequate conclusive evidence, and
the Ravidassia religion, oRavidassia reducingthe total judgment time to 21
Dharambased on his teachings. daysfrom the existing four months.

2. It prescribedife imprisonment for
He taught abouthe omnipreence of God and other sexual offencemjainst children
said that a human soul is a particle of Gamtl and includes Section 354 F and 354 G
hence Ravidagejected the idea that people in IPC.
considered lower caste cannot meet Géel. 3. In cases of harassment of women
said in his teachings that the only way to meet through social or digital medighe
God was to free the mind from the duality. Act stateswo years imprisonment for

the first conviction and four years for
second and subsequent
convictiong-or this,a newSection
354 E will be added in IPC, 1860.
4. As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh
government willestablish, operate and
maintaina register in electronic form,
tobecalled he O6Women & Chi |l c
Of f ender FhisRegigtry wilt r y 0 .
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be made public and Whbe available women, followed byMaharashtravith
to law enforcement agencies. 31,979 cases anWest Bengaht
5. The government will establish 30,002.
exclusivespecial courts in each
district to ensure speedy tridhese 0Assault on women with int
courts will exclusively deal with cases mo d e somprige 21.7 per cenglfowed by
of offences against women and 6kidnapping and witbducti on
children including rape, acid attacks, 20.5 per cent and o6raped v
stalking, voyeurism, social media reported cases.
harassment of women, sexual
harassment and all cases under the Special category status
POCSO Act.

6. The government wiltonstitute special
police teams at the district levia be
calledDistrict Special Police Teano
be headed by DSP for investiigan of
offencesrelated to women and
children.

7. The government will also appoiat
special public prosecutdor each
exclusive special court.

Andhra Pradesh has reew its demand for

Special Category Status (SCB)was the

bifurcation promise and 15th Finance

Commissionrepot hat st ated that ¢
SCS |lies in the hands of t
promised to Andhra Pradesh by the then

Congress government at ther@e in 2014, at

the time of bifurcation which resulted in the

formation of Telangana. The then Opposition

party BJP too agreed to it and even stated that

SCS would be extended by five more years if

it was voted to power.

Tackling crime

The key aspects of the A.P. Criminal Law (Amendment)
Bill, 2019, which will be tabled in the ongoing winter
session of the State Legislature There isno provision of SCS in the

= Death penalty for Constitution;the Central government extends
— d":j"’;}_‘;;‘e financial assistance to states that are at a

o — comparative disadvantage against others. The
will be completed concept of SCS emerged in 1969 wiles
il o Gadgil formula(that determined Central
assisance to states) was approved.

What is Special Category Status?

days respectively

= Judgment time reduced
to 21 days from the
B Some prominent guidelines for getting SCS

status:

Need for special law: 1. Must be economically backward with

poor infrastructure.

Crimes against womeronstitute murder, 2. The states must be located in hilly and
rape, dowry death, suicide abetment, acid challenging terrain.
atteck, cruelty against women and kidnapping. 3. They should have low population

i _density and significant toal
0Cruel ty by hushbceonnis or hi soppienat i veso

the borders of neighboring countries.
A total of 3,59,849 cases were reported against

women in 2017. (2016, 3.38 lakh, 3.2 lakh Benefits states confer with special category
cases 2015) The number of caseported has status:
increased.
) 1. The central government bears 90
T Uttar Pradeshhas again topped the percent of the state expenditure on all
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exterral aid while rest 10 percent is
given as loan to state at zero percent
rate of interest.

2. Preferential treatment in getting
central funds.

3. Concession on excise duty attract
industries to the state.

4. 30 percent of the
budget also goes to spal category
states.

5. These states can avail thenefit of
debtswappingand debt relief
schemes.

6. States with special category status
areexempted from customs duty,
corporate tax, income tand other
taxes to attract investment.

7. Special category statbave the
facility that if they have unspent
money in a financial year; it does not
lapse and gets carry forward for the
next financial year.

Other benefits:

Besides tax breaks and other benefits, the State

with SCS will get 90% of all the expenditure

on Centrally sponsored schemes as Central
grant. The rest of the 10% will also be given as
a loan at zero per cent interest. Usually, the
ratio for general category States is 70% loan
and 30% grant.

When was the first Special Category status
bestowed?

First SCSwas accorded in 1969 to Jammu and
Kashmir, Assam and Nagaland. Over the
years, eight more states were added to the list
d Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim,
Tripura and, finally, in 2010, Uttarakhand.
Until 201415, SCS meant these 11 states
received a variety of benefits and sops.

Concerns associated:

Considering special status to any new State
will result in demands from other States and
dilute the benefits furthelt is alsonot
economically beneficial for Statés seek

special status as the benefits under the current
dispensation are minimal. TherefoBtates

facing special problems will be better off
seeking a special package.

National Deworming Day

NDD is observed bannually on 10th February
and 10th Augusin all states and UTs followed

C gy Mbplufaltiitied. I 0 S S

About the National Deworming Day:

1. The National Deworming Day &
single fixedday approach to treating
intesthal worm infections in all
children aged 119 years.

2. It will mobilize health personnel, state
governments and other stakeholdtrs
prioritize investment in control &oil
Transmitted Helminth
(STH)infections one of the most
common infections.

3. All the children are provided
deworming tablet in schools and
anganwadisBesides the deworming
tablet, various health promotion
activitiesrelated to Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH) are organised in
schools and anganwadis.

4. The NDD program is a cosfffective
program at scale that continues to
reach crores of children and
adolescents with deworming benefits
through a safe medicifdbendazole

Background

India carries the highest burden of worm
infestation and 64% of Indian population less
than 14 years of agwe at risk of Soil
Transmitted Hel mi
infestation (WHO). Soil Transmitted
Helminths (STH) interfere with nutrients
uptake in children; can lead to anaemia,
malnourishment and impaired mental and
physical development. The situation of
undernutrition and anaemia which is linked to
STH ranges from 40% to 70% in different
population groups across the country (WHO).
They also pose a ser.i
education and productivity later in life.

nt hs
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MNATIONAL DEWORMING DAY

=

February 10, 2020

About Intestinal parasitic worms:

They ardarge multicellular organismsyhich
when mature can generally be seen with the
naked eye. They are also known as Helminths.
They are often referred to as intestinal worms
even though not all helminths reside in the
intestines.

Why this is a causier concern?

Parasitic worms in children interfere with
nutrient uptake, and can contribute to anaemia,
malnourishment, and impaired mental and
physical development. Parasitic worms have
also debilitating consequences on the health
and education of childre and on their long

term earning potential.

Significance of NDD:

1 Anganwadi and schodlased mass
deworming program is safe, cest
effective, and can reach crores of
children quickly.

1 Deworming has been shown to reduce
absenteeism in schools; improve
health nutritional, and learning
outcomes; and increase the likelihood
of higherwage jobs later in life.

1 Deworming with the safe and
beneficial Albendazole tablet is an
evidencebased, globalhaccepted,
and effective solution to controlling
worm infections.

Solar Orbiter Mission

Solar Orbiter missionvas launched
recently.

1 The mission is collaboration
between ESA (the European Space
Agency) and NASA.

1 The spacecraft as launched from
Cape Canaveral on a United Launch
Alliance Atlas V rocket.

Solar Orbiter:

Solar Orbiter isa mission dedicated to solar
and heliospheric physics.

It was selected abe first mediuntlass

mi ssion of ESAG06s2026osmi c Vi
Progranme.

This isthe first mission that will provide

i mages of the sunds north

using a suite of six instruments on board that
will capture
sevenyear missiorand will come within 26
million miles of the sun. It wilbe able to

brave the heat of the sun because itdhas
custom titanium heat shield coated in calcium
phosphateso that it can endure temperatures
up to 970 degrees Fahrenheit.

SOLAR ORBITER

ULA ATLAS V 4II

BEIGHT

BUAMETER

MISEION TYPE
PAYLDAD
il 00 &

DEETIMATION BIRBIT

LAUNCHING FROM

Objectives:
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1 Solar Orbiter will be used to examine Solar Orbiter followghe Ulysses spacecraft,
how the Sun creates and tais the another collaboration between ESA and
heliosphere, the vast bubble of NASA that launched in 1990 and also flew
charged particles blown by the solar over t he Uyssescampletad thes .
wind into the interstellar medium. passes of the sun before its mission ended in

1 The spacecraft will combine 2009, but its view was limited to what it could
situand remote sensing observations see from the sunds equator
to gain new information about the
solar wind, the heliospheric magnetic Global conservaion list
field, solar energetic particles,
transient interplanetary disturbances India will be moving to include the Asian
and the Sunob6s magn egidpgantbrid thé (great Indian Bustard in

global conservation listthe list of species that
Solar Orbiter will set about answering four merit heightened conservation measures.
top-level science questions:

91 The list will be debated at the 13th

1. What drives the solar wind and where Conference of Parties (COP)tbe
does the coronal magnetic field Convention on the Conservation of
originate fron? Migratory Species of Wild Animals

2. How do solar transients drive (CMS),anenvironment treaty under
heliospheric variability? the United Nations Environment

3. How do solar eruptions produce Programme (UNEP).
energetic particle radiation that fills The COP ischeduled to be organised
the heliosphere? from February 17 to 22 in

4. How does the solar dynamo work and Gandhinagar, Guijarat.
drive connections between the Sun {1 India has been diematedthe
and the heliosphere? President of the COP for the next

three years.
Significance
Implications and significance:
Unders anding the sundés magnetic field and
solar wind are key because they contribute to Having the elephant and the Great Indian

space weather, which impacts Earth by Bustard in the lisb more formally known as
interfering with networked systems like GPS, Appendix 18 would coax countries
communications and even astronauts on the neighbouring India, where wild animals such
International Space St astiders éind elepiad forayintodts direct
magnetidield is so massive that it stretches more resources and attention to protecting
beyond Pluto, providing a pathway for solar them.There are now 173 species in the

wind to travel directly across the solar system.  Appendix 1.

Journey ahead: CMS:

It will take Solar Orbiter about two years to In order to protect the migratory species

reach its highly elliptical orbit around the sun. throughout their range countries, a Convention
Gravity assig from Earth and Venus will help on Conservation of Migraty Species (CMS),

swing the spacecraft out of the ecliptic plane, has been in forceinder the aegis dfnited

or the space that al i gN&onwEntirbnménbRogrammeds equat or,
so it can study the sundés poles from above and
below. The mission will work in tandem with Also referred to athe Bonn Conventiorit

NASAGs Par kewhictSio !l ar Pr grBvRiesa global platform for the

currently orbiting the sun on a sevgear conservation and sustainable use of migratory
mission and just completed its fourth close animals and their habitatand bring together
approach of the star. the States through which migratory animals

pass, the Range States, and lays the legal
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foundation for internationally coordinated
conservation measures throughout a migratory
range.

Classification of species:

Under this convention, migratory spes
threatened with extinction are listed on
Appendix | and Parties strive towards strictly
protecting these animals, conserving or
restoring the places where they live, mitigating
obstacles to migration and controlling other
factors that might endangeretim. Migratory
species that need or would significantly benefit
from international cepperation are listed in
Appendix Il of the Convention.

CMS is only global and WHased
intergovernmental organizatiosstablished
exclusively for conservation and manageine
of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory
species throughout their range.

What are migratory species? Why protect
them?

f Migratory species are those animals
that move from one habitat to another
during different times of the year, due
to various facta such as food,
sunlight, temperature, climate, etc.

1 The movement between habitats, can
sometimes exceed thousands of
miles/kilometres for some migratory
birds and mammals. A migratory route
can involve nesting and also requires
the availability of habitat before and
after each migration.

Sham Singh Atariwala:

f Sham Singh Attariwal&l 7907 1846)
wasa general of th&ikh Empire.

{ Attariwala participated in many
campaigns, includinthe Battles of
Multan, Kashmir and the Frontier
Province.

1 Owing to his courge and influence
over the Khalsa army, Sham Singh
was nominated tthe Council of
Regencyset up by Maharani Jind Kaur
for the minor sovereign Maharaja
Duleep Singh.

1 Duringthe first AngleSikh war,he
crossed the Sutlej, vowing to lay down
his life ratherthan return in defeat.

174" death anniversary of Sikh General Sardar
Sham Singh Attariwala observes on Fel3.10

Chindu Yakshaganam:

Chindu Yakshaganam, a.k.a Chindu
Bhagavatams a form of theatre practised by
members othe Chindu Madiga community.

1 Iltisa form of entertainment in
villages across Telanganwith the
artists skilfully depicting classic tales
from the epics and entertaining the
masses.

1 The art form probably started when
people enacted acts of hunting, wars
and other acts of valour.

1 TheChindu communitjas
traditionally beera nomadic
community.

Gagarin Research and Test Cosmonaut
Training Centre (GCTC):

Four Indian pilots have begun astronaut
training here.

The full programme includes basic or generic
astronaut training followed by awities

specific tothe first Indian human space
mission, Gaganyaan.

At the end of all training modules in India and
Russiapne or two of the four will be finally
named to circle the earth in the first crewed
Gaganyaan, which is planned around 2022.

Integrated Air Defence Weapon System:

1 Thelntegrated Air Defence Weapon
System, also known as the National
Advanced Surface to Air Missile
System (NASAMS)rovides integrated
air missile defence and is currently
deployed around Washington, DC.

1 The IADWS syste includegadar,
launchers, targeting, and guidance
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systems, advanced meditrange air
to-air missile (AMRAAM) and Stinger
missiles, and related equipment and
support.

Why in News?

The U.S. Department of State has approved
the potential sale of a $1.86illibn Integrated
Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) to
India.

J.R.D. Tata:

It wason February 10, 1929 that India got its
its first pilot in Jehangir R.D. Tatayho
gualified with number 1 on his flying licence,
giving birth to Indian aviation.

7 R. DO sce,lthenccalled n
c er t i Was issadd bfhe Aero
Club of India and Burmagn associate
of the Royal Aero Club of Great
Britain, which was authorised to issue
licencesby he Br i ti sh
Federation Aeronautique
Internationale.

1 The Aeo Club of India and Burma
was recognised biyederation
Aeronautique Internationalas a
sporting authority.

1 Though not the first to register, J.R.D
was the first Indian to pass out with
O6No. 16 endorsed
Purushottam Meghji Kabali isyb

Em

on

various aviator accounts considered to

be the first Indian pilot.
Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR i 2020:

The fifth edition ofthe Joint Military Exercise
AJEYA WARRIOR 2020 between India and
the United Kingdomwill be conducted at
Salisbury Plains, United Kirtpm in February
2020.

1 The aim of this exercise te conduct
company level joint training with
emphasis on counter terrorists
operation in urban and seruirban
areas.

1 Thefirst edition of the exercise was
conducted in 2013 at Belgaum,

World Pulses Day:

1 Established by thEood and
Agriculture Organizatior(FAO) to
recognize the importance ptilses as
a global food.

71 It has beermesignated on February 10
each year since 2019 by theventy
third session of the United Nations
General Assemblgn December 20,
2018.

Safer Internet Day (February 11 is being
obseved as Safer Internet Day (SID))

The SID initiativefirst began in Europdyut is
now recognised in around 150 countries
worldwide.To increase awareness about
emerging online issues, such as cyberbuljyin

6avi atardchposes a topic reflecting current

concerns.

1 Thisyear,thethemeisToget her

better interneto.
pi T dtésgrganised byhe Insafe/INHOPE

network of awareness centres, that is
spread across 30 countries and is
funded by the Connecting Europe
Facility program (CEF) of the EU.

T In India,the New Delhbased NGO
DISC (Developing Internet Safe
Community) Foundation is the SID

Committee.
his flying |licence.
Storm Ciara:

1 Itis alatest storm to hiMorthern
Europe.

1 Itis expected to hit Ireland, France,
Belgium, the Nethdands,
Switzerland, and Germany.

1 In Germany, it is being referred to as
& a b i Thhesborm has two names
because
system in place for labeling weather
systems.

International Day of Women and Girls in
Science: (February 1lwas the International
Day of Women and Girls in Scienge.
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It was established e United Nationso
promote equal access to and participation in
science for women and girls.

1.

According to a 2018 fact sheet
prepared by UNESCO on women in
sciencejust 28.8%of researchers are
women.

It definesresearchers as
Aiprofessional s
conception or creation of new

k nowl dndrglia, dhis drops to
13.9%.

Between 1901 and 2019, 334 Nobel
Prizes have been awarded to 616
Laureates in Physics, Chemistry and
Medicine, of whichust 20 have been
won by 19 women. The double
Laureate is Marie Curie.

In 2019, the American mathematician
Karen Uhlenbeck becantiee first
woman to win the Abel Prize,
following 16 male mathematicians.
The Fields Medado far has alsoden
awarded to only one woman
mathematician, the late Maryam
Mirzakhani of Iran, as opposed to 59
men since 1936.

Indian nationals living abroad:

1

il

1

There arever 1.36 crore Indian
nationals living abroadas per the
latest data.

The highest number of Indiambroad
are living in the United Arab

Emirates where the 34,20,000 Indians
comprise about orfurth of all

Indians abroad.

The UAE is followed by Saudi Arabia
(25,94,947), the US (12,80,000),
Kuwait (10,29,861), Oman (7,79,351),
Qatar (7,56,062), Nep&b,00,000),

UK (3,51,000), Singapore (3,50,000)
and Bahrain (3,23,292).

enga

INDIANS ABROAD: TOPTON
UAE: 5 342 lakh
Saudi Arabia = 2549 lakh
Uss 3 12.8 lakh
Kuwairs = 103 lakh
Dmans 3 7.8 lakh|
atars 5 T6lakh|
fepal s 3 5lakh
LK y 3.5 lakh
SINEAP O 1.5 lakh
|B.1I1rain A 3.2 lakhl
UNHCR | aunches 062 Billion
Safetyd campaign:
1 The UN Refugee Agency UNHG&S
announced a new global campaign
urging people worldwide to cover the
total distance travidd by refugees
each year 2 billion kilometersi by
running, jogging or walking.
T The A2 Billion Kil omet
campaigrvies to encourage people to
support refugees by championing
individual acts of solidarity.
f The goal igo acknowledge the

resiience and strength of refugees.

Debts Recovery Tribunals

The Direct TaxVivaad se Vishwas Bill, 2020
will now cover pending litigation inlebt

recovery trilunals(DRTs)as well besides

those in various courts and tribunals,
theUnion cabinesaid while approving the

change to the bill.

What are DRTSs?

Debt Recovery Tribunals were established
facilitate the debt recovery involving banks

and other financiahistitutions with their

customersDRTSs were set up after the passing

of Recovery of Debts due to Banks and

Financial Institutions Act (RDBBFI), 1993.
Section 3 of the RDDBFI Aampowers the
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Central government to establish
DRTs.Appealsagainst orders pasd by DRTs
lie beforeDebts Recovery Appellate Tribunal
(DRAT).

Powers and functions:

1. The Debts Recovery Tribunal (DRT)
enforces provisions of the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions (RDDBFI) Act, 1993 and
also Securitization and Retstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interests (SARFAESI)
Act, 2002.

2. The Debts Recovery Tribunal (DRT)
are fully empowered to pass
comprehensive orders andn travel
beyond the Civil procedure Cotie
render complete justice. A Debts
Recovery Tribunal (DRT) can hear
cross suits, counter claims and allow
set offs.

3. However, a Debts Recovery Tribunal
(DRT) cannot hear claims of damages
or deficiency of services or breach of
contract or criminal negligence on the
part of the lenderdn addition, a
Debts Recovery Tribunal (DRT)
cannot express an opinion beyond its
domain, or the list pending before it.

4. The Debts Recovery Tribunahn
appoint Receivers, Commissioners,
pass exparte orders, adnterim
orders, interim orders apart from
powersto Review its own decisions

and hear appeals against orders passed

by the Recovery Officers of the
Tribunal.

Other key facts:

1 A DRT ispresided over by a presiding
officer who is appointed by the central
govt.and who shall be qualified to be
a District idge; with tenure of 5 years
or the age of 62, whichever is earlier.

1 No court in the country other than the
SC and the HCs and that too, only
underarticles 226 and 227 of the
Constitution have jurisdiction over
this matter.

1 The central government, in 2018
raisedthe pecuniary limit from Rs 10

lakh to Rs 20 lakfor filing

application for recovery of debts in the
Debts Recovery Tribunals by such
banks and financial institutions.

Tribes of Tripura

TheTripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC) has passed resolutions to

codify the customary laws of three tribal clans
Mizo, Kaipeng and Malsom.

What are Autonomous District Council?

As perthe Sixth Schedel the four states

viz. Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram
contain the Tribal Areas which are technically
different from the Scheduled Areas. Though
these areas fall within the executive authority
of the stateprovision has been made for the
creation 6 the District Councils and regional
councils for the exercise of the certain
legislative and judicial power&ach district is
an autonomous district and Governor can
modify / divide the boundaries of the said
Tribal areas by notification.

The Governor ray, by public notification:
(a) Include any area.

(b) exclude any area.

(c) create a new autonomous district.

(d) increase the area of any autonomous
district.

(e) diminish the area of any autonomous
district.

(f) alter the name of any autonomous district.

(g) define the boundaries of any autonomous
district.
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Constitution of District Councils and Regional
Councils:

(1) There shall be a District Council for each
autonomous district consisting of not more
than thirty members, of whom not more than
four persos shall be nominated by the
Governor and the rest shall be elected on the
basis of adult suffrage.

(2) There shall be a separate Regional Council
for each area constituted an autonomous
region.

(3) Each District Council and each Regional
Council shall be ®ody corporate by the name
respectively of the District Council of (name

of district) and the Regional Council of (name
of region), shall have perpetual succession and
a common seal and shall by the said name sue
and be sued.

Related 125thamendment bil

1. It seekdo increase the financial and
executive powers of the 10
Autonomous Counciia the Sixth
Schedule areas of the northeastern
region.

2. The amendments provide felected
village municipal councilensuring
democracy at the grassroot level.

3. Powers Thevillage councilswill be
empowered toprepare plans for
economic development and social
justice including those related to
agriculture, land improvement,
implementation of land reforms, minor
irrigation, water management, animal
husbandry, rural elegfication, small
scale industries and social forestry.

4. TheFinance Commissiamill be
mandated to recommend devolution of
financial resources to them.

5. Finance TheAutonomous
Councilsnow depend on grants from
Central ministries and the State
government fospecific projects.

6. ReservationsAt least onehird of the
seats will be reserved for women in
the village and municipal councils in
the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam,
Mizoram and Tripura after the
amendment is approved.

Facts for Prelimsother tribes inlripura:

1. Bhil

2. Bhutia
3. Chaimal
4. Chakma
5. Garo
6. Halam
7. Jamatia
8. Kahshia
9. Kuki
10. Lepcha
11. Lushai
12. Mog
13. Munda
14. Noatia
15. Orang
16. Reang

Major Port Authority Bill, 2020

The Cabinehas given its nod tMajor Ports
Authority Bill that will replacea 1963 law

governing countryds 12 maj
At present the ports are governedaoyorts
law of 1963.The major port sector has not
seen the required level of fixed assets creation
topa e the countryds high | ¢
to legacy issues includirthe Tariff Authority
for Major Ports (TAMP) s ar chaic regul
grip.
Overview of the Bill:
1. The proposed law is aimed at
enhancing the overall efficiencies of
the ports.
2. Now O mag & rgeipdolr t
determine the tarifffor various port
related services as well as the terms
for private developers who team up
with them.
3. Every port will now be governed lay
Port Authoritywhich will have powers
to fix reference tariffs for various port
services.
4. The Bill also proposes the creation of
an adjudicatory board at the apex
l evel for review of pol

decisionslt will have the mandate to
resolve the disputes between port
authorities and the PPP operators.
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Major Ports in India:

India has 12 major portd Deendayal
(erstwhile Kandla), Mumbai, JNPT,

Marmugao, New Mangalore, Cochin, Chennai,

Kamarajar (earlier Ennore), V O

Chidambarnar, Visakhapatnam, Paradip and

Kolkata (including Haldia).
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A plan to restore and preserve the nearly-800
yearold Konark Sun Temple in Odishauld

be drawn up soon, after a twday conference
of experts at the end of the month, Union
Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel said.

The temple had been filled with sand and
sealed by the British authorities in 1903 i
order to stabilise the structure. A scientific
study was carried out by the Roorkessed
Central Building Research Institute from 2013

till 2018 to ascertai
stability as well as the status of the filed
sand.

Temple:

1. Built in the 13th centurythe Konark
temple was conceived agyigantic
chariot of the Sun Godyith 12 pairs
of exquisitely ornamented wheels
pulled by seven horses.

2. It was built byKing Narasimhadeva |,

the great ruler osanga dynasty.
3. The temple is includechiUNESCO
World Heritage Sitén 1984for its

n

architectural greatness and also for the

sophistication and abundance of
sculptural work.

4. The temple is perfect blend Kalinga

architectureheritage, exotic beach
and salient natural beauty.

5. ltis protected nder theNational

Framework of Indidy the Ancient

Monuments and Archaeological Sites

and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958)
and its Rules (1959).

6. The Konark ighethird link of

Odi

shaods

GoThdfast Tri ang|

CHRAITIHOERE

. ._ﬁ_.""'":

| il -~
BNTHEL PRADIIH

t he

link is Jagannath Puri and the second
link is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of
Odisha).

This temple was also known

as6é BL ACK P Ad@Qdits dark
color and used as a navigational
landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha.
Similarly, the Jagannath Temple in
Puriwas called thd Whi t e
It remains a majopilgrimage site for
Hindus, who gather here every year
for theChandrabhaga Mekround the
month of February.

templ eds

Slapping Section 144 during CAA protests

Pagodabo.

structur al

6ill egal 6: Karnataka HC
The Karnataka High Court has declased
Aill egal 6 the order passec

City Police Commissioner imposing Section
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Cr.PC)
from December 19 to 21, 20, ahead of a

series of preand antiCitizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) rallies.

The court held thahe order did not stand
judicial scrutiny in terms of the parameters
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laid down by the Supreme Court in the cases
of Anuradha Bhasin Vs Union of Indsand

the Ramlila Maidan Incident Vs Union of
India.

1. The police commissioner was
expected to form an opinion citing Duration of Section 144 order:
reasons in his order for imposing
Section 144. Butin the present
instancehe has only referred to the

No order under Section 14fall remain in

. ) force for more than two monthmit the state
recommendations made by eight government can extent the validity for two
Deputy Comnssioners of Police to months and maximum up to six months. It can

invoke Section 144 analt her e wa $e yWiirawn at any pot of time if situation
indication of independent application becomes normal.

of mind by the Commissioner. o0

As per the Section, the order can be passed
only #fAif such Magistrate c
direction is likely to prevent:

What is Section 1447?

It givespower to a District Magistrate, a sub
divisional Magistrate or any other Executive
Magistrateon behalf of the State Government
to issuean order to an individual or the general 2. danger to human life, hehlor safety.
publicin a particular place orar¢aifi ab st ai n 3 yisturbance of the publlc tranqumty,
from a certain acto or nt%ranétBr%lffra%/er order
with respect to certain property in his

possession or under hi%on&%@o@e‘?i?s%%&é:é'

This order can be passed agairessparticular C - :

S . ontradictory approach of Article 19 (1) (b)

mdmd(;;al or genetral publicThe order can be and (c) of the constitution and section 144 of

passed eveexparte. CrPCisairefl ection of a col or
the unquestioningdoption of most of the

As held by the Supreme Countere provisions of the 1872 Code of Criminal
apprehension of danger is not a sufficient Procedure by the contempor

ground to curb citizenso rights by invoking
Section 144 CrPC.

1. obstruction, annoyance or injury to
any person lawfully employed.

More often than not, the section has been
L usedto curb even peaceful dissent.
Implications

) . ) What next?

1. Section 144estricts carrying any sort
of weapon in that area where it has
been imposed and people can be
detained for violating it. The
maximum punishment for such an act
is three years.

2. According to the order under this
sectionthere shall b@o movement of
public and all educational institutions
shall also remain closed and there will
be a complete bar on holding any kind
of public meetings or rallies during the

The government should make sure that there
is no blanketposition.

Existingchecks and balances and judicial
oversight are insufficienfTherefore, a
thorough review is necessary.

Public order and right to peaceful dissént
both should be ensured.

period of Operation Of th|s order_ Central Administrative Tribunal:
3. Section 144 also empowers the o _
authoritiesto block the internet access. The Central Administrative Trimal was

established by an Act of Parliament namely
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Administrative Tribunals Act, 198% sequel
to the 42nd amendment of the Constitution of
India inserting Article 323 A.

Functions:The tribunal adjudicates disputes
and complaints with respect to Recnogint

and Conditions of Service of the persons
appointed to the Public Services and Posts in
connection with the affairs of the Union or any
State or of any other Local Authorities within
the territory of India or under the control of the
Government of Indi.

CompositionThe Tribunal is headed by the
Chairman and 65 Members, 33 from Judicial
(including Chairman) and 33 from the
Administrative stream. The Chairman is
normally a retired Chief Justice of a High
Court.

Assam is proposing a census of indigenous
Muslim groups:
of

Assambs Wel fare

Development Department has announced plans

to hold a census of four communities broadly

knownasi As sames ed Gaiyal i ms 0O

Moriya, Deshi, and Julha.

Why?The government plans to set up a
corporation to lok after the welfare of these
communities who number an estimated 16
l akh i n Armerepopufaton. 3. 3

What is the National Security Act?

Context The NSA has repeatedly come under
criticism for the way it is used by the police.

As per a Law Commission report from 2001,
more than 14 lakh people (14,57,779) were
held under preventive laws in India.

About National Security Act:

It is a stringent law thaallows preventive
detention for monthsf authorities are

satisfied that a person is a threat to national
security or law and order. The perayes not
need to be charged during this period of
detention.The goal is to prevent the individual
from commiting a crime. It wapromulgated
on September 23, 198@yring the Indira
Gandhi government.

As per the National Security Act, the grounds
for preventive detention of a person include:

1. acting in any manner prejudicial to the
defence of India, the relatisrof India
with foreign powers, or the security of
India.

2. regulating the continued presence of
any foreigner in India or with a view
to making arrangements for his
expulsion from India.

3. preventing them from acting in any
manner prejudicial to the securiby
the State or from acting in any manner
prejudicial to the maintenance of
public order or from acting in any
manner prejudicial to the maintenance
of supplies and services essential to
the community it is necessary so to do.

Duration

Under the Nationabecurity Act, an individual

Mi n éan betdetained without a charge for ug2o

months;the state government needs to be
intimated that a person has been detained
under the NSA. A person detained under the
National Security Actan be held for 10 days
without béng told the charges against them.
Appeal:The detained person can appeal before
a high court advisory board but they are not
allowed a lawyer during the trial.

Very Large Telescope

Usingt he European Space
(ESO) Very Large Telescope (VLT),
astronomers have noticed the unprecedented
dimming ofBetelgeusea red supergiant star
(over 20 times bigger than the Sun) in the
constellationOrion. Along with tle dimming,
the stards shape hass
per recent photographs of the star taken using
the VISIR instrument on the VLT.
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What is happening to Betelgeuse and why is it
significant?

Betelgeuse was born as a supermassive star
millions of years ago and has been
Adramaticallyod and
for the last six months. According to a report
in Sky and Telescopemong the brightest
night time stars, Betelgeuse ranks 1 @il by
the last week of December 2019, its brightness
had dmmed so low, that the star was ranked as
the 21st brightesit, fa
and a historic | ow. 0

1 Astronomers do not think that
Betelgeuse is dimming because it is
going to explode. They have other
hypotheses that may explain the
reasonsforBetgle us eds chan
shape and dimming. The two scenarios
they are working on ar@ cooling of
the surface due to exceptional stellar
activity or dust ejection towards earth

About VLT:

Itist he worl déds most
instrumentconsisting of four Ui Telescopes
with main mirrors of 8.2m diameter and four
movable 1.8m diameter Auxiliary Telescopes.

1 The telescopes can work together, to

form a ngtiearnftethnég®det er 6

Very Large Telescope Interferometer,
allowing astronomers to see details up
to 25 times finer than with the
individual telescopes.

{1 Location Atacama Desert, Northern
Chile.

1 The VLT consists of four individual
telescopesThey are generally used
separately but can be used together to
achieve very higlangular resolution.

1 The four seprateoptical
telescopesre known
asAntu,KueyenMelipal, andYepun,
which are all words for astronomical
objects intheMapuche language.

How it works? Significance:

The light beams are combined in the VLTI
using a complex system of mirrors in
undergound tunnels where the light paths
must be kept equal to distances less than
1/1000 mm over a hundred metres.

1 With this kind of precision the VLTI

Aimyst e rcRNIegASY bim(aﬁqs YHIR Ay

angular resolution of milliarcseconds,
equivalent to distinguishing the two
headlights of a car at the distance of
the Moon.
71 Individual telescope help see objects

e rifataie foy pilion gour thpusand,
million) times fainter than what can be
seen with the unaided eye.

GISAT-16 Geo Imaging Satellite

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
greparingyto launclBISAT1, a new earth
observation satellitan the first week of

March.

1 It will be the first of two planned
Indian EO spacecrfato be placed in a
geostationary orbibf around 36,000
km.

advanlelgnl aprqrqnt[y e in dixed

spotlooking over théndian continent
at all times.

1 It will have high-resolution
camerasvhich will help to monitor
any changes in borders and the overall
geograhical condition of the country,
etc.

Earth Observation Satellites of ISRO has been
successfully able to establisiany

operational applications in the countrigoth

at Central and State level, there are large
number of users who utilise space based inputs
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for various purposes&ome of the important Convention on Migratory Species in

missions of ISRO, in terms of IRS series of Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

satellites, that has enabled unique applications

of space based imaging a@artosatl & 2, 1. Over 50 per cent of the 867 species
Resourcesat & 2, Oceansat & 2, Risatl, studied, exhibit a population decline in
MeghaTropiques, SARAL, ScatsadNSAT the long term while 146 are at great
series, and host of other satellites. risk in the short term.

2. The populations of raptors (eagles,
hawks kites, etc.), migratory seabirds
and birds that live in specialised

e habitats were the most affected in the
ISRE GSII.VF_DQFK Il GISAT- past decades,
' In : 3. The number of birds in the Western
AR Dt o Ghats, which is considered one of the
opibbylac. L] e ity worl dés foremost biodi-
5 s W ARONER G151 hotspots, also declined by alst@5
AR, AT per cent since 2000.
ROCKET MR Yo s o 4. Indian Peafowl, the national bird, has
b oy shown a dramatic increase in both
o g B abundance and distribution across the

country.The number of house
sparrows has also stabilised
nationwide, although there is still a
marked decline in thepopulation in

ol B cities.

DESTINATIGN ORBIT 5. 126 species, including the peafowl,
s house sparrow, Asian Koel, rese
ringed parakeet and the common
tailorbird, are expected to increase in
numbers, primarily due to their ability
to survive in human habitats.

LAUNCHING FRON

How was the study caed out?

The data for these birds was collected through
the citizen science apgpe B iwhich@eceived

a record ten million entries by approximately
15,500 citizen scientists.

MILGIRI B80SPFHERE

Cornel |l Universityob6s Labor
Ornithology hosts the app, while its India

specific portal is curated and customised by

Bird Count India,an informal group of

birdwatching enthusiasts, ornithologists,

naturalists and conservationists dedicated to
documenting Indian birds.

Ll.[:] Core gone

(1248 g krm )

Mangulabon rere
| Fresiy)
(3230 g, km.j

[ Mamiputstion sone | wpmaia
Vwstimi
138 aey, km j

- Hebloralios 3an
(P04 ag. hm.)

Concerns
Theresearchtited St at e of | ndi arfisassBdsmefltnakes it very clear that our
2 0 2(80dB),put together by over ten birdsare in overall decline, in some cases
institutions and numerous citizen scientists, catastrophically so.

was released recently at the ongdihgted
Nations 13th Conference tife Parties to the
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Several spectacular birds, many of them
endemic to the subontinent, face a growing
threat from loss of habitat due to:

Human activity.

The widespread presence of toxins,
including pesticides.

f Hunting and trapping for the pet trade.

f
il

Categorisation

1. It categorises 101 species@$ii g h
Conservation
2. 319 species are classified untles
OModer at e
These species must be carefully
monitored tarapidly detect andct
upon signs of continuing decline.

What next?

This information should also translate into
many voices being raised for bird

conservation, both among conservation bodies,
and the general public.

Many urgent policy measures need to be
adopted immediately\Conservation
actionmust be taken immediately to identify
causes of decline and implement meastoes
halt and reverse the trend for these species.

Swachh Iconic Races

The 3rdAnnual Review meeting o8wachh
Iconic Places (SIPyas held recently at
Baidyanath Dham Deoghar, Jharkhand.

It is an initiative ofMinistry of Drinking Water
and Sanitation under Swachh Bharat Mission.
Aimsto take iconic places and their
surroundings to higher standards of
Swachhata, so that all visitors benefit and also
take away home the message of
cleanlinessimplementation of the projedt is
acollaborative project with three otheentral
Ministries: Urban Development, Culture,
Touwism; all levels in the concerned States and
more importantly, Public Sector and Private
companies as partners.

Concer

Conservat

i--: .-

MAKE THEM ICONIC
ONCE AGAIN!
#MYCLEANINDIA

Initiatives taken up under Swachh Iconic
Places initiative:

Improved sewage infrastructure, installation of
Sewage Treatment Plant (STBjainage
facilities, improved sanitation facilities, water
vending machines, solid and liquid waste
management (SLWM) selp, structure
restoration, lighting arrangements,
beautification of parks, roads maintenance,
better transport facilities in approaahd

access areas besides at the main sites.

Places selected:

Phase | iconic places am&jmer Sharif

Dargah, CST Mumbai, Golden Temple,
Kamakhya Temple, MaikarnikaGhat,
Meenakshi Temple, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi,
Shree Jagannath Temple, The Taj Mahal and
Tirupati Temple.

Phase Il include@Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Mahakaleshwar Temple, Charminar, Convent
and Church of St. Francis of Assissi, Kalady,
Gommateswara, BaidyanathDham, Gaya Tirth
and Somnath temple.

Phase Il include®aghavendraSwamy
Temple (Kurnool, Adhra Pradesh);
Hazardwari Palace (Murshidabad, West
Bengal); Brahma Sarovar Temple
(Kurukshetra, Haryana); VidurKuti (Bijnor,
Uttar Pradesh); Mana village (Chamoli,
Uttarakhand); Pangong Lake (L-&hdakh,
J&K); Nagvasuki Temple (Allahabad, Uttar
Pradesh)imakKeithal/market (Imphal,
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Manipur); Sabarimala Temple (Kerala); and
Kanvashram (Uttarakhand).

Kangaroo mother care (KMC)

It is the intervention where babieseaplaced

in skinto-skin contact with their motheend
exclusively breast fed. It has been
recommended worldwide for stable low
birthweight newbornsaVHO recommends that
it be continued till baby attains a weight of 2.5
kg or till babies wriggle out.

KMC has 3 parts:
(1) Skinto-skin contact

The more skirto-skin contact between the
babybds front and the
For comfort a small nappy is fine, and for
warmth a cap may be used. Skirskin
contact should ideally start at birth, but is
helpful at any time. It should ideally be
continuous day and night, but even shorter
periods are still helpful.

(2) Exclusive breastfeeding

Direct suckling by the baby from the breasts is

all that is needed for most mothers and babies.

For very prematurbabies, expressing milk
and addition of some essential nutrients may
be needed.

(3) Support to the dyad

Whatever is needed for the medical,
emotional, psychological and physical well
being of mother and baby is provided to them,
without separating them his might mean
adding ultramodern equipment if available, or
purely intense psychological support in
contexts with no resources. It can even mean
going home very early.

Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC)
Sanjay Kothari, Secretary to the President of
India, will bethe next Chief Vigilance

Commissioner (CVC).

CVC: ltis the apex vigilance
institutioncreated via executive resolution

(based on the recommaeatibns of Santhanam
committee) in 1968ut wasconferred
with statutory status in 2003.

It submits its report to the President of India.
The Commission was set up on the
recommendation dhe K.Santhanam
Committee on Prevention of Corruption.

Composition

Consists otentral vigilance commissioner
along with 2 vigilance commissioners.

They areappointed by the President of India
on the recommendations of a committee
consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home

m Ministex and lscader lofahe Oppositidman Lok e t t e r .

Sabhg(if there is no LoP then the leader of the
single largest Opposition party in the Lok
Sabha).

Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is
earlier.

Removal

The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any
Vigilance Commissioner can be removed from
his officeonly by order of the President on the
ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity
afterthe Supreme Court, on a reference made
to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported
that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or
any Vigilance Commissioner, as theseanay
be, ought to be removed.

Aditya- L1 mission

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
preparing to send its first scientific expedition
to study the Sun. NeedAditya-L1, the
mission, expected to be launched early next
year, will observe the Sun from a close
distance, and try to obtain information about
its atmosphere and magnetic field.

Aditya- L1 mission:

What isAditya- L1 mission?
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I't i s | namiastors It Wilibe st s o large masses roughly balance each other. Any
launched usinghe Polar Satellite Launch small mass placed at that location wdhrain

Vehicle (PSLV) in XL configuratioithe at constant distances relative to the large
spacebased observatory will haweven massesThere are five such points in Sun

payloads (instrument®)n board to study the Earth systenand they are denoted as L1, L2,
Sunds corona, sol ar e mL%¥ Istiara h%A halcsotbitisaarperiedic thkes a n d
flares, and Corondlass Ejections (CMES), dimensional orbit near the L1, L2 or L3.

and will carry out roundhe-clock imaging of

the Sun. Why do we study the sun ane golar wind?
Objectives The sun ighe only star we can study up close.

By studying this star we live with, we learn
1. Study the sunds out mare aboatstars thraugheut tke,univiereeeThe

corona and the chromospheres. sun isa source of light and heat for life on
2. Collect data about coronal mass Earth. The more we know about it, the more
ejection, which will also yield we can underand how life on Earth
information for space weather developed. It ishe source of the solar wind,;
prediction. flow of ionized gases from the sun that streams
past Earth at speeds of more than 500 km per
The data from Aditya mission will be second (a million miles per hour).
immensely helpful in discriminating between Di sturbances in the sol ar
differentmodels for the origin of solar storms magnetic fited and pump energy into the
and also for constraining how the storms radiation belts part of a set of changes in
evolveand what path they take through the nearEarth space known as space weather.
interplanetary space from the Stiarthe Earth. Effects On satellitesSpace weather can
change the orbits of satellites, shorten their
Position of the satellite: lifetimes, or interfere with onboard electronics.

Themore we learn about what causes space

In order to get the best science from the sun, weathefi and how to predict it the more we

continuous viewing of the sun is preferred can protect the satellites we dependmiety
without any occultation/ eclipses and hence, and preparednesshesolar wind dominates

Aditya- L1 satellite will be placed ithe halo the space environment. As we send spacecraft
orbit around the Lagrangian po 1 (L1) of and astronauts further and furthesrh home,

we must understand this space environment
just as early seafarers needed to understand the
ocean.

the surearth system.

What are Lagrangian points and halo orbit?

Northern  European Enclosure Dam
(NEED)

A mammothNorthern European Enclosure
Dam (NEED)has been proposed to protect
millions of people and important economic
regions of 19Northern European Countries
from rising seas as a result of climate change.

Two dams of a combined length of 637 km
will be constructed.

1 First dam will be built between
northern Scotland and western
Norway, measuring 476 km and with

Lagrangian points are the locations in space an average depth of 121 m and

where the combined gravitational pull of two maximum depth of 321 m.
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1 The second dam will be built between T It hasa range & 600 km.
France and southwestern England, of f The system is equipped with state
length 161 km, andvarage depth of the-art guidance and navigation
85 m and maximum depth of 102 m. systems ensuring engagement of

targets with high precision.
Costs involved:
Paki stanbs devel opment of

Researchers have estimated the total costs seen as an attempt to matc
associated with NEED actruisgeeissiceen G250 billion
and u550 billion. I f construction is spread over

a 20year period, this will work out to an

annual expense of around 0.00746% of the

GDP of the 15 Northern Europeeaauntries Kala Kumbh
that will be involved.

f With an objectivao promote

Implications Geographical Indication (GlI) crafts
and heritage of IndiaheMinistry of
The construction wil!/ A h e alrexiildsiy organzim@kala Wumibkha r i n e
and terrestrial ecosystems inside and outside Handicrafts Thematic Exhibitioim
the enclosure, will have social and cultural various parts of the country through
implications, and affect tourism and fisheries. the Office of Development
Commissioner (Hadicrafts).
Need for such measures 1 The exhibitions are sponsored tine
Export Promotion Council for
1 Such protection efforts are required if Handicrafts (EPCH)EPCH was
mitigation efforts fail to limit sea level established under Companies Act in
rise. the year 198@7 and isa nonprofit
1 And, separating the North and Baltic organisationwith an objectto
Seas from the Atlantic Oceamay be promote, support, protect, maintain

the fimost viable opt i ogndingrase therexperteothandicrafts.
Northern Europe against unstoppable
sea level rise (SLR). Institute for DefenseStudies and Analyses:

1  While NEED may appear to be
fover whel mi ngdo and Insttate fer Ddfense Stude®and Analyses has
could be Apotenti al bbegnrénamedddanandr Pagrikar Institute

financially and in scale when for DefenseStudies and Analyses.
compared with alternative solutions to
fight SLR. 1 IDSA is anautonomous body under
the Ministry of Defense
Way ahead: 1 Dedicatedo objective research and
policy-relevant studies on all aspects
Such meganclosures could potentially be of defensand security.

considered in other regis of the world,
including the Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean Swachh Bharat Mission
Sea, the Baltic Sea, the Irish Sea, and the Red

Sea. The Centre has approved the second pbhse
the Swachh Bharat Mission (Rurafjth an
R a 0-H missile: estimated central and state budget of Rs

52,497 crore.
Pakistan conducted a successful flight test of

the air launcheduclearcapable cruise missile 1 Thesecond phase will be implemented
Raélad on a mission mode between 262D
and 202425.
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1 The second phase will focus Qpen
Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus),
which includes ODF sustainability and
solid and liquid waste management
(SLWM).

' The ODF Plus programme will
converge with MGNREGAespecially
for grey water management, and will
complementhe newly launched Jal
Jeevan Mission.

1 The programme will also work
towards ensuring thawo one is left
behind and everyone uses a toilet.

1 The fund sharing pattern between the
Centre and Statesill be 90:10 for
North-Eastern States and Himalayan
States and UT of J&K; 60:40 for other
States; and 100:0 for other Union
Territories, for all the components.

SBM- Rural:

Launched on " October, 2014 to accelerate
the efforts to achieve universal sanitation
coverage and to focus on sanitation.

1 The aim isto achieve a clean and open
defecation free (ODF) India.

1 Implemented byhe Ministry of
Drinking Water and Sanitation.

Objectives

It seeks to improve the levels of cleanliness in
rural areas through Solid and Liquid Waste
Management activities and making Gram
Panchayats Open Defecation Free (ODF),
clean and sanitised.

Incentive:

Eligibility : Incentive as provided under the
Mission for the construction of Individual
Household Latrines (IHHL) shall be available
for all Below Poverty Line (BPL) Households
and Above Poverty Line (APL) households
restricted to SCs/STs, small and giaal
farmers, landless labourers with homestead,
physically handicapped and women headed
households.

1 The Incentive amount provided under
SBM(G) to Below Poverty Line (BPL)
/identified APLs households shall be
up to Rs.12,000 for construction of
one unit & IHHL and provide for
water availability, including for
storing for hanewashing and cleaning
of the toilet.

1 Central Share of this Incentive for
IHHLs shall be Rs.9,000(75%) from
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin). The
State share will be Rs.3,00@5%).

1 For North Eastern State, and Special
category States, the Central share will
be Rs. 10,800/and the State share
Rs.1,200/(90% : 10%).

Performance and significance of the mission:

The rural sanitation programme wstarted on
October 2, 2014yhen the saitation coverage
in the country was reported at 38.7 per cent.

More than 10 crore individual toilets have
been constructed since the launch of the
mission and as a result rural area in all the
States have declared themselves ODF as on
2" October, 2019.

Law commission of India

TheUnion Cabinet has approvék creation
of the 22nd_aw Commissionwhich advises
thegovernmenbn complex legal issues.

1 Thetermof the previoudaw panel
had ended in August last year.

1 With thecabinetapproval, the
law ministry will now notify the new
panel, which will have a term of three
years.

Composition

1. Apart from having a fultime
chairperson, the commission will have
four full-time members, including a
membersecretary.

2. Law and Legislative Secretaries in the
Law Ministry will be the exofficio
members of the commission.

3. It will also have not more than five
parttime members.
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4. A retired Supreme Court judge or

Chief Justice of &ligh Court will
head the Commission.

Roles and functions:

1. The Law Commission shall, on a

reference made to it by the Central
Government osuo motu, undertake
research in law and review of existing
laws in India for making reforms and
enacting new legistin.

It shall also undertake studies and
research for bringing reforms in the
justice delivery systems for
elimination of delay in procedures,
speedy disposal of cases, reduction in
cost of litigation, etc.

1

It would lead to the creation af
national boardo lay down and
implement a code of conduct for
people working at IVF clinics.
Determines the minimum standaafs
physical nfrastructure, laboratory,
diagnostic equipment and expert
manpower to be employed by ART
clinics and banks.

The bill intends to makgenetic

testing of the embryo mandatory
before implantatioffior the benefit of

the child born through ART.

It also seeksat streamlinghe crye
preservation processes for sperm,
oocytes and embryo.

It also proposes to constitigenational
registry and registration authority
maintain a central database and assist
the national boarth its functioning.

The bill proposestringent punishment
for those
of human embryos or gametes and

The law commission of India:

It is an executig body established by an order
of the Government of India.

T Originally formed in 1955, the
commission is reconstituted every
three years and so far, 277 reports
have been submitted to the
government.

1 The last Law Commission, under
Justice B.S. Chauhan (réichad
submitted reports and working papers
on key issues such as simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and the
Assemblies and a uniform civil code.

Prior to independencéhe First Law
Commissionwas established in 1834 by the
British Government undehe Chairmanship
of Lord Macaulay.

Assisted Reproductive Technology
Regulation Bill

Cabinet clearé&ssisted Reproductive
Technology Reguaition Bill, aims to regulate
IVF clinics.

Overview and key features of the Bill:

running agencies/rackets/organisations

for such unlawful practices.

According to a registry maintained by the
Indian Council of Medical Research, there are
1,269 ART clinics in India (as on November,
2019). The number swells up to 1,846 when

ART clinics and ART banks are taken

together. Maharashtra has the maximum
number of ART clinics (266) followed by

Tamil Nadu (164), Delhi (113), Karnataka
(102), Uttar Pradesh 29 and Guijarat (80).

Need for a legislation in this regard:

The need to regulate the ART service®is
protect the affected women and children from
exploitation.Registration with the ICMR ia
voluntary exercise at the momdrecause of
take

which many clinis donot
prefer opacity while offering infertility
treatment.

Significance
The major benefit of the act would be

regulation of the assisted reproductive
technology services in the country.

Consequently, infertile couples will be more
ensured and confident of the ethical practices

in ART clinics.
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What is ART? Why it is in demand?

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), as
commonly understood, comprises procedures
such as irvitro fertilisation (IVF), intra

uterine insemination (1UI), ogte and sperm
donation, cryopreservation and includes
surrogacy as well.

Social stigma of being childless and lengthy

adoption processes have increased the demand

for ART in India.lt is thus not surprising that
the ART industry is expected to grow by a
compounded annual growth rate of 10%.

Changes in Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana To Make It Optional For Farmers

Cabinet Approves Changesmnadhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojan#o address the existing
challenges in implementation.

Changes approved:

1. Allocation of business to Insurance

Companies to be done for three years.

2. Central Subsidy under
PMFBY/RWBCIS to be limitd for
premium rates upto 30% for
unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for
irrigated areas/crops.

3. Districts having 50% or more irrigated
area will be considered as irrigated
area/district.

4. Flexibility to States/UTs to implement
the Scheme with option to selectya
or many of additional risk
covers/features like prevented sowing,
localised calamity, migeason
adversity, and podtarvest losses.

5. For estimation of crop
losses/admissible claims, tv&iep
Process to be adopted based on
defined Deviation
specific triggers like weather
indicators, satellite indicators, etc. for
each area along with normal ranges
and deviation ranges.

6. Enrolment under the Scheme to be
madevoluntary for all farmers.

7. Central Share in Premium Subsidy to
be increased to 90% fdlorth Eastern
States from the existing sharing
pattern of 50:50.

Benefits

1 With these changes it is expected that
farmers would be able to manage risk
in agriculture production in a better
way and will succeed in Stabilizing
the farm income.

1 Further, it Wil increase coverage in
north eastern region enabling farmers
of NER to manage their agricultural
risk in a better way.

1 These changes will also enable quick
and accurate yield estimation leading
to faster claims settlement.

Under the PMFBY, which was laghed in
February 2016 by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it is mandatory for loanee farmers to
take insurance cover under this scheme.
Currently, 58 percent of the total farmers are
| oanee.
raising some concerns on this.

PMFBY: ( Launched ir2016

Merged schemes includéational Agricultural
Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified
National Agricultural Insurance Scheme
(MNAIS). It aimsto reduce the premium

burden on farmers and ensure early settlement
of crop assurance chaifor the full insured

sum.

CoverageThe Scheme covers all Food &
Oilseeds crops and Annual
Commercial/Horticultural Crops for which
past yield data is available and for which
requisite number of Crop Cutting Experiments
(CCEs) are being conducted un@aneral

Crop Estimation Survey (GCES).

matri xo using

Premium
1 2% for Kharif crops.
1 1.5% for Rabi crops.
1 5% for commercial and horticultural

crops.

UK®& s pbasedwvisgpolicy

47

Various f ar mer séo

k


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/changes-in-pradhan-mantri-fasal-bima-yojana-to-make-it-optional-for-farmers/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/changes-in-pradhan-mantri-fasal-bima-yojana-to-make-it-optional-for-farmers/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/uks-points-based-visa-policy/

UK has launchethe new pointbased job in a shortage occupation (as designated by
immigration systemwhich intends to change the MAC) (20), education qualification: PhD
the way migrants will come to the UK to work, in subject relevarto the job (10) and
study, visit or join their family. education qualification: PhD in a STEM
subject relevant to the job (2@ut of these
1 Effective from January 1, 2021, the characteristics, the first three are not tradeable,
new immigration system affects the which means they are absolutely required to be
EU citizens, wib will now be treated eligible for visa under the pointsased system.
at par with norEU citizens.
1 NonEU citizens already follow a What are the advantages of points systems?
pointsbased systerto migrate to the
UK. The ability to qualify without an employer
sponsorworkers entering under the Australian
What 6 s -basegppolicy?t s points system are less dependent on their
employers and do not need permission to
The implementation dhe pointsbased switch between jobs as they do in the @is;a
systemdoes not change the status of those EU  result, they are expected to have more
citizens alreaglin the UK as pethe European bargaining power and to operate in a more
Union Settlement Scheme (EUSS)d those competitive labour market.

whose status under EUSS is settled. The

pointsbased immigration system will take

effect from January 1, 2021 andll end free

movement between the UK and Btgating Criticisms
both EU and na-EU citizens equally. Under

this systempoints will be assigned for specific ~ The most common criticism of points systems

skills, qualifications, salaries or professions is thatthey often do not require a job offend
and visas will be awarded to those who will if workers do not have employmeittéd up, it
have enough points. is difficult to know whether they are actually
employable. The system relies on the
How it works? government 6s perception of
valuable, rather than on the views of the
1. Under this system, both EU and ron employers who are to recruit the@ther
EU citizens willneed to demonstrate criticisms includehe fact thagligibility
that they have a job offer from an criteria can be unpredictable if candidate are
approved sponsor, that the job offer is ranked against each other and a specific
at the required level and that they number admitted. This is because the bar for
speak English. admission will be higher in periods when more

2. Further, as per the Migration Advisory other people are applying.
Committeebs (MAC)

recommendations, salary thresholds I ndia to host AFC Womenos
have been estabhed. 2022:
3. Further, a total of 70 points are
required to be eligible to apply, with This was announced htyh e Wo me n 0 s
some tradeable characteristics of the Committee of the Asian Football
system. Confederation (AFCin Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.
The points will be allotted in the following
manner: 1 TheAFC Womends &Asian Cuy
guadrennial competitionwo me n 6 s
Offer of job by approved sponsor (20), job at football for national teams which
appropriate skill level (20), slaks English at belong tothe Asian Football
required level (10), salary of £20,480 Confedeation (AFC).

(minimum)1 £23,039 (0), salary of £23,040
£25,599 (10), salary of £25,600 or above (20),
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1 The competition also servesas population of about 25000 to 50000 in plain
qualifying tournament for thEIFA and coastal areas and with a population of
Womends Worl d Cup. 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or tribal

areasThese clusters typically illustrate

Lockheed Martin helicopters: potential for growth, have economic drivers
and derie locational and competitive
Context Cabinet Committee on Security advantages.
clears procurement of 24 US muitile
helicopters for Indian Navy. The larger outcomes envisaged under this
Mission are:
The 24Lockheed Mdtin helicopterswill be o S
procured througkhe foreign military sales 1. Bridging the ruralurban divideviz:
(FMS) routefrom the US government. economic, technological and those
related to facilities and services.
1 The multirole helicopters will be 2. Stimulating local economic
equipped with Hellfire missiles and development with emphasisio
torpedoes, and are meant to help the reduction of poverty and
Indian Navy track submarines in the unemplpyment in rural areas. _
IndianOcean, where China is 3. Spreading development in the region.
expanding its presence. 4. Attracting investment in rural areas.
Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission Interim order on Mahadayi tribu
award
4thanniversary othe Shyama Prasad o
Mukherji Rurban Missiombserved. It was The Supreme Court has passed an interim
Launched from Kurubhat in Rajnandgaon order allowing an application by the State of
District of Chhattisgarh o@1st February Karnataka to notifghe Mahadayi Water
20186. Di spute Tribunal és award.
Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission: What has the Court said?

Launched ir2016 the programme is designed ~ The implementation of the award would be
to deliver catalytic interventions to rural areas  subject o the final judgment of the Supreme

on the threshold ofrgwth. It is nowa Court in the civil appeals filed by Karnataka,
Centrally Sponsored Scheme. Fundigbared Goa, and Maharashtra, challenging the
between the Centre and the State in a ratio of ~ allocation of water from the Mahadayi river
60:40 for Plain area States and 90:10 for among them.

Himalayan and NE StateBhe Mission aims _
atdevelopment of 300 Rurban clusters, in five ~ What was the tribunal award?
years. The objive isto give a boost to

economic activities, skill development and 1. August 2018 tribunal award had
infrastructure amenities in the regions. allocated 13.42 TM@vater from the
DevelopmentUnder the mission, the Central Mahadayi river basin to Karnataka.
government in coordination with the district 2. Maharashtra was allotted 1.33 TMC
administration has taken measures to bring water while Goa was given 24 TMC in
about multilayered phased development of the the final decision of the tribunal.

rural gram panchayats and villages on the lines

of urban cities with proper civic amenities The Karnataka government had petitioned the
keeping the soul of villages intact. tribunal seeking the release of 7.56 TMC of

water forthe KalaseBanduri Nala project.
What are Rurban areas? Why develop them?

What is KalaséBanduri Nala project?
A O6Rurban cluster o, would be a cluster of
geographially contiguous villages with a
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Undertaken byhe Government of Karnataka systems rather than outputs such as test scores
to improve drinking water supply tihe and concentrates on the-28 age band in 35
Districts of Belagavi, Dharwad, and GadHg. economies.

involves building acroskalasa and Banduri,

two tributaries of the Mahadayi riveio divert How are countries ranked?

7.56 TMC of water to th&alaprabhaiver.
Countries are ranked basawltheir abilities to

I KALASA-BANDURI '\_J equlip studenf Witg ;ﬁitbasedt educatiofthe
i ] rankings are based dhree categories:
Canal Project 8 e
B ‘ o 1. Policy environment.
R ) R s 2. Teaching environment.
(A _f{l (i i’ i 3 . . .
'T:r-,,ﬁ_/@ e i F it ™ 3. Overall socieeconomic environment.
“‘*’h’”l]'m ' s !ndiads performance:
Wahaday » Enanapr } .
e o Worse i .
/—-’ "-‘\\\' £ ) A 1. Ranked35". Jumped five ranks from
= N \x““"' S T‘i it the 40th rak.
- o s 2. Scored 53.

3.1l ndi ads gr owthenew s attr |
national education policytroduced
and published in 2019.

4. The policy mentions futureriented

Mahadayi river?

T Iéi_s a \_NSSt ﬂOWin.?l river.B | skills such as critical thinking,

T dlgtgr:gt €gaon village, belgaum communication and entrepreneurship.
1 CalledMandoviin Goa. Global perf )

1 Travels35 km in Karnataka; 82 km in obal performance:

Goa before joining the Arabigbea.
0a belore jolning the Arabizsea 1 Finlandtoppedthe indexfollowed by

Sweden
1 Among the worl dobés | ar g
the US, UK, France and Russia fell
back in the index while China, India
and Indonesia took steps forward.

Whatdéds the dispute?

Goa raised objection tdalasaBanduri project
planned in 1989. Goa filed a complaint
seeking setting up of a tribunal in July 2002.
Goa moved the Supreme Court in 2006
seeking the constitution of a tribunahe

Mahadayi Water Digutes Tribunalvas set u
in Nover)rllber 2010_'3“ P 1. Inability of the Indian education

system to utilise the opportupiof
internationalising the higher education
system.

2. A decentralised education system.

Challenges ahead:

Worldwide Educating for the Future Index
(WEFFI) 2019

Worldwide Educating for the Futuradex
(WEFFI) 2019 report was published Bhe
Economist Intelligence Unit.

Commissioned byhe Yidan Prize
FoundationDevelopedo assess the
effectiveness of education systems in
preparing students for the demands of work
and life in a rapidly changinghdscape.
Significance It is the first comprehensive
global index to evaluate inputs to education
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TheGreat Indian Bustard, Asian Centre for Railway Research and

Elephant and Bengal Floricénave Education (BCRRE).

been included ilppendix | of UN 1 BCRRE will also gain valuable

Convention on Migratory Species. insights into Indiab6s

This was done at the and get involved in related research

ongoingl3th Conference of the and development issues in India.

Parties (COP) to the Cwention on

Migratory Species (CMSh The initiative has been taken undee Centre

Gandhinagar (Gujarat). of Excellence for NexGeneration
Transportation Systemghich was set jp by

Asian Elephant: an MoU between the NRTI and the University

Found inindia, Nepal, Bangladesh, of Birmingham in 20109.

Bhutan ans MyanmatUCN status:

Endangered. It is also listed National Rail Transport Institute:

in Appendix | of theConvention on

International Trade in Endangered It was set up as@eemed to be universignd

Species oWild Fauna and has beemperational since 201#nd is

Flora(CITES)andSchedule bf the | n d first t ocus on transporelated

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. education, multidisplinary research and
training.

Great Indian Bustard:

It is one of the heaviest flying birds in
the world.lts largest populations are
found in the Indian state of

It is situatedn Vadodara, Guijrat.

RajasthanState bird of Rajasthait.is Functions:

listedas’lCr i ti cal |l ynEndangeredo _

the IUCN Red List. It is also listed 1. ltis specifically estqbllshed weate a
in Appendix lof CITES andSchedule resource pool of best-class

| of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) professionals for the railway and
Act, 1972. transportation sectahrough

institutional partnerships for
collabaating on developing

In India it is found in Uttar Pradesh, curriculum, research projects and
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. It has executive education programs.

beenlistecas6 Cri ti cal |y Enda n'éﬁ@? tg deyelop interdisciplinary
on the IUCN Red List. The bird is ntres of Excellenceyinging

Bengal Floridian:

listed undeSchedule bf the Wildlife together academicians, scientists and
Protection Act of India. 1972 engineers from various backgrounds
andAppendix lof CITE’S. and plans to leverage its @eanic and

industry partnerships and

National Rail Transportation Institute collaborations.

(NRTI) _ o

First-ever Khelo India University Games
Railway Board of Indiand theUniversity of
Birminghamhave announced the launch of
ajoint masters programmnia Railway Systems
Engineering and Integratian the academic o
year 20262021 bythe National Rail What is it?
Transportation Institute (NRTI).

Thefirst-ever Khelo India University Games
will take off in Odisha.

1 Itis an aspirational competition for

1 This initiative will benefit NRTI Indiads youngsters wit
students by providing theaccess to of heldng them find the balance
world-class expertise and facilities in between sport and education.

at the university level in India and will
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have abouB8500 athletes from over
150 universitiesicross the country
taking part in it.

1 There will be a total ot7
sportsnamely archery, athletics,
boxing, fencing, judo, swimming,
weightlifting, wrestling, badminton,
basketball, football, hockey, table
tennis, tennis, volleyball, rugby and
kabaddi.

Khelo India programme:

Introduced to revive the sports culture initnd
at the grassoot level by building a strong
framework for all sports played in the country
and establish India as a great sporting nation.

71 Itis implemented byhe Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports.

1 Under the scheme, the talented players
identifiedin priority sports disciplines
at various levels will be
providedannual financial assistance of
INR 5 lakh per annum for 8 years.

It will be a Central Sector Scher(@cheme
implemented by the Central Government
machinery and 100% funding by the union
goveanment).

Kiliki language

OnInternational Mother Language
Day (February 21)an official website
of KiLiKi language has been launched.

Kiliki language:

The new speech wanvented for the terrifying
warrior tribe calledKalakeyain the twe
partBaahubalifranchise. It now has evolved
into a language with script grammar and more
than 3000 words for everyday communication.
tisconsi dered as the
languageThis fictional language waseated
by popular lyricist and screenwrit®tadhan
Karky.

International Mother Language Day:

1 Observeckvery yeaon 21stFebruary
since 200Qo promote linguistic and
cultural diversity and multilingualism.

f The idea to celebratinternational
Mother Language Day was
theinitiative of Bangladesh.

71 It was approved ahe UNESCO
General Conference (19980d has
been observed throughout the
world since 2000.

1 The United Nations General Assembly
had proclaime@008 as the
Internation&Year of Languages.

1 The Ministry of Human Resource and
Development along with educational
institutions and language institutions is
celebrating the day dke Matribhasha
Diwas in the country.

Firstever Khelo India University Games

Thefirst-ever Khelo India University Games
will take off in Odisha.

What is it?

{1 Itis an aspirational competition for
I ndi adbs youngsters
of helpingthem find the balance
between sport and education.

1 Itis thelargest ever competitiomeld
at the university level in India and will
have abouB8500 athletes from over
150 universitiemcross the country
taking partin it.

1  There will be a total 017
spors namely archery, athletics,
boxing, fencing, judo, swimming,
weightlifting, wrestling, badminton,
basketball, football, hockey, table
tennis, tennis, volleyball, rugby and
kabaddi.

Khelo India programme:

Introduced to revive the sports culture in India
atthe grasgoot level by building a strong

w o riramewogk fog all gppris glayed in the country

and establish India as a great sporting nation.

1 Itis implemented byhe Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports.

1 Under the scheme, the talented players
identified in prority sports disciplines
at various levels will be
providedannual financial assistance of
INR 5 lakh per annum for 8 years.

52

wi t |


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/kiliki-language/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/first-ever-khelo-india-university-games/

It will be a Central Sector Scher{@cheme
implemented by the Central Government
machinery and 100% funding by the union
governmet).

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015

Recently, a&roup of Ministers (GoMghaired
by the Home Minigtr met to discusgroposed
amendmentso the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) (JJ) Act, 2015.

JJ Act:

To Comprehensively address children in
conflict with law and children in need of care
and protection.

71 It mandatesetting upJuvenile dstice
Boards and Child Welfare
Committees every district.

Both must have at least one
womanmember each.

1 Also, theCentral Adoption Resource
Authority (CARA)was granted the
status of a statutory body to enable it
to perform its function more
effectively.

1 The Act included several new offences
committed against children (like,
illegal adoptions, use of child by
militant groups, offences against
disabled children, etc) which anet
adequately covered under any other
law.

1 All Child Care Institutions, whethe
run by State Government or by
voluntary or norgovernmental
organisations are to lmeandatorily
registeredunder the Actvithin 6
monthsfrom the date of
commencement of the Act.

Key changes proposethe Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of ChildreAmendment
Bill, 2018:

1 The Bill provides that instead of the
court,the district magistrate will issue
adoption orderso address the high
pendency of adoption cases.

1 The Bill also seekto transfer all
pending matters related to adoption

before any couttio the district
magistrate having jurisdiction over the
area.

What is happiness curriculum?

On her upcoming visit to India next week
along with US Preside¢ronald Trump, First
Lady Melania Trump will visit a Delhi
government school, where she will attend
happiness curriculum class.

What is it?

The curriculum is one of the flagship schemes
of the Delhi government in the education
sector launched in July028 in all MCD
schools.

1 The curriculum calls for schools in
India to promote development in
cognition, language, literacy,
numeracy and the arts along with
addressing the wellbeing and
happiness of students.

1 It further says that future citizens need
toben mi ndful , awar e,
empathetic, firmly rooted in their
identityéo based on th
education has a larger purpose, which
cannot be in isol
needso of todayds

awa

ation
sSsoCi f

Objectives

The objectives of this curriculum include
developing sefawareness and mindfulness,
inculcating skills of critical thinking and
inquiry, enabling learners to communicate
effectively and helping learners to apply life
skills to deal with stressful and conflicting
situations around them.

How is thecurriculum implemented?

The curriculum is designed for students of
classes nursery through the eighth standard.

Group 1 consistsf students in nursery and
KG, who have biveekly classes (45 minutes
each for one session, which is supervised by a
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teacherjnvolving mindfulness activities and 1 Pakistarwill remain inthe Grey List.
exercise. Children between classe dttend
classes on weekdays, which involves Key observations:
mindfulness activities and exercises along with
taking up reflective questions. 7 All deadlines given t®akistarto
check terror funding have ended and it
The second groupomprises students from has failed to complete its action plan
classes & andthe third group is comprised of in line with an agreed timeline and
students from classes8who apart from the failed to check terror funding risks
aforementioned activities, take part in self emanating from its jurisdiction.
expression and reflect on their behavioural f If Pakistan fails to prosecute, it wike
changes. penalised on terror funding acts by
June.
The learning outcomes of this curriculum are
spread across four categories: Implications
1 Beconing mindful and attentive 1. With Pakistanthes conti n
(developing increased levels of self 6 Gr ey it wili be difficylt for the
awareness, developing active country to get financial aid from the
listening, remaining in the present). IMF, the World Bank, the ADB and
1 developing critical thinking and the European Union.
reflection (developing strong abilities 2. This will further enhancerpblems for
to reflect on oneo0s 0 W rhefatioewhiEhisisa peetadous
behaviours, thiking beyond economic situation.
stereotypes and assumptions). 3. Also, there is every possibility that the
1 developing sociaémotional skills global body may put the country tine
(demonstrating empathy, coping with 6 Bl a c klong with Wodth Korea
anxiety and stress. and Iran.

1 developing better communication
skills) and developing a confident and Pakistan has been under tF

pleasant personality (developing a since 2018, whert ivas put on the greylist for
balanced outlookn daily life terror financing and money laundering risks,
reflecting seHconfidence, becoming after an assessment of its financial system and
responsible and reflecting awareness law enforcement mechanisms. Pakistan has
towards cleanliness, health and largely addresset# of 27 action items.
hygiene).

What next?

How assessment is carried out?
It is theoretically possible that Pakistis

For the evaluation, no examinations are moved out of the greylist_ But that would
conducted, neither will marks be awarded. The  y e qui re the votes of at | e
assessmemnder this curriculum is 36 voting members. BuPakistan needs to

qualitative, focusing edntindefoSvorkdn EighCsBedifc aréad,t her
than the o_utcomec‘J and PAatl adi h abl_e@n@ﬁ@trating it
studentodos journey is uUphgeBeta@at{ndnhscthv®yint t error
the country, freezing the funds of all
designated terrorists and that its prosecutions

result in Aeffective, prorg
Pakistan retained on 0 Gisseagiveslainscttd oonfs OF AaTgFai nst al
in Pakistan.

The Financial Action Task Force (FATRas

given an extension of four months FATF:
to Pakistarto act against organisations

involved in terror financing.
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It is an inter governmental bodgstablisied in
1989 on the initiative ahe G7.

Its Secretariats located athe Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and
Developmen{OECD) headquarters iRaris
Member CountriesThere are 39 member of
FATF, representing most financial centres
around the wdd. This includes 2 regional
organisationsGCC and ECTheFATF
Plenaryis the decision making body of the
FATF. It meets three times per year.

Theobjectivesof the FATFare to set
standards and promote effective
implementation of legal, regulatory and
operational measures foombating money
laundering, terrorist financing and other
related threats to the integrity of the
international financial system.

FATF lists:

Grey List:Countries that are considered safe
haven for supporting terror funding and mgne
laundering are put in the FATF grey list. This
inclusion serves as a warning to the country
that it may enter the blacklist.

Black List: Countries known as Nen
Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs)
are put in the blacklist. These countries
supportterror funding and money laundering
activities. The FATF revises the blacklist
regularly, adding or deleting entries.

Chatbot ASKDISHA

The Indian Railways Catering & Tiasm
Corporation Limited (IRCTChas powered
voice-enabledASKDISHA Chatbotto

converse with customers ihe Hindi
languageThe customers can now ask queries
to ASKDISHA in Hindi by voice as well as
text.

What is ASKDISHA Chatbot?

It is anArtificial Intelligencebased chatbott

is a special computer programmesigned to
simulate conversation with users, especially
over the internet. Initially launched in the
English language in October 2018. Developed
by Indian Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporatim (IRCTC).The aim igto resolve

queries of railway passengers over the internet
pertaining to various services offered.

Services provided:

Since its initial launch, passengers seeking
help on the reservation of tickets, cancellation,
enquiry of refund stas, fare, PNR search,

train running status, enquiry about retiring
rooms and tourism products have been
benefited.

Leap Year Flowchart

Biodiversity commniitees

(BMC)

management

The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) is
set to tell the National Green Tribunal that it
created 243,49Biodiversity management
committees (BMCpnd 95,52 eop | e d s
biodiversity registers (PBR)s of January
2020.NGT is hearing a case dine full
implementation ofhe Biodiversity Act, 2002.

What are Biodiversity Management
Committees (BMC)?

As perthe Biological Diversity Act 2002,

BMCsarecr eat ed for fApromotin
conservation, sustainable use and
documentatiom f bi ol ogi c al
local bodies across the country.

di ver
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It shall consist of chair person and not more
than six persons nominated by the local body,
of whom not less than one third should be
women and not less than 18% should belong to
the Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled &ibe

1 The Chairperson of the Biodiversity
Management Committee shall be
elected from amongst the members of
the committee in a meeting to be
chaired by the Chairperson of the local
body.

1 The chairperson of the local body shall
have the casting votes in cadeadie.

Functions:

The main function of the BMC is to prepare
Peopl ebs Bi o dncensultaiont y
with the local people. The Register shall
contain comprehensive information on
availability and knowledge of local biological
resources, their nagcinal or any other use or
any other.

Hunar Haat
WHAT IS IT?

Organised byninistry of minority affairs
under AUSTTa differerd gatiseoime
the country. It isan exhbition of handicrafts

and traditional products made by artisans from
the minority communitiesThese Haat aim

to providemarket exposure and employment
opportunitiedo artisans, craftsmen and
traditional culinary experts.

AHunar Haat 0 h asfuk
missionto provide employment and
employment opportunities and national as well
international markets for thousands of master
artisans, craftsmen and culinary experts.

What is USTTAD SCHEME?

USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills and Training
in Traditional Ats/Crafts for Development)
schemeaims to preserve heritage of traditional
arts and crafts of minority communities and
build capacity of traditional craftspersons and

artisans and establish linkages of traditional
skills with the global market.

PM KISAN

PM-KISAN Schemecompletes one year on
February 24, 2020.

So far, over 8 crore 46 lakh farmers covered
underPradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi.
Central Government transfers Rs.@00

three tranches every year to beneficiaries.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi:

The scheme was started with a view to
augment the income of the farmers by
providingincome support to all landholding
farmerso familit®senakdecr oss
thénttd také crk of expenses related to
agriculture and allied activities as well as
domestic needs. Under the Scheme an amount
of Rs.6000/ per year is transferred in three 4
monthly installments of Rs.200@lirectly into

the bank accounts of the farmershjgat to

certain exclusion criteria relating to higher
income status.

Theentire responsibility of identification of
beneficiaries rests with the State / UT
Governments.

Ambit:

The Scheme initially provided income support

to all Small and Marginal Farmérs f ami | i e s
across the country, holding cultivable land

upto 2 hectares. Its ambit was later expanded

w.e.f. 01.06.201%0 cover all farmer families

b e c o iM®e cduntdy #respetive of the size of their

land holdings.
Exceptions

Affluent farmers have been exded from the
scheme such as Income Tax payers in last
assessment year, professionals like Doctors,
Engineers, Lawyers, Chartered Accountants
etc and pensioners pensioners drawing at least
Rs.10,000/per month (excluding MTS/Class
IV/Group D employees).
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Similar programmes by states:

1. Bhavantar Bhugtan YojanMP.

2. The Rythu Bandhu scheme
Telangana.

3. Krushak Assistance for Livelihood
and Income augmentation (KALIA)
Odisha.

Jalyukta shivar

Maharashtra government has scrapiped
Jalyukta Shivarthe flagship water
conservation project.

What is Jalyukta Shivar?

Launched in December 2014 after
Maharashtra experienced consecutive
droughts. Aimed at rolling out measures that
could potentially mitigate water scarcity in the
most droughiprone villages in a systematic
manner.

Features

1 The project targeted strengthening and
streamlining existing water resources
like canals, bunds and ponds by
arresting maximum ruoff rainwater
during monsoon.

1 Tasks to widen and deepen natural
water streams and connect them to
nearby water storage facilities like
earthern or concrete chedlams was
proposed.

What necessitated this?

Nearly 52 per cent of
area is prone to dught, either naturally or due
to poor rainfall. This includes Marathwada and
adjoining areas of Madhya Maharashtra and
large parts of Vidarbha.

Was Jalyukta Shivar beneficial?

The scheme had transformed 16,000 drought
prone villages of Maharashtra. Thegation

cover had been increased by 34 lakh hectares.

In the process, thereby, increasing the crop
yield each year, particularly the kharif crops.
Until mid-2019, interventions resulted in

stocking of water measuring 24 lakh trillion
cubic metre.

What are joint commands?

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) office is
working on a tentative timeline for the
establishment gbint commands among the
three defence servicés Army, Navy and Air
Forced beginning with an Air Defence
Command.

What are joint commands?

71 Itis a unified commanth which the
resources of all the services are unified
under a single commander looking at a
geographical theatre.

f Meaning, a single milgry
commander, as per the requirements,
will have the resources of the Army,
the Navy and the Air Force to manage
a security threat.

Functions of joint command:

1 The commander of a joint command
will have the freedom to train and
equip his command.

1 He will have logistics of all the
services at his beckoning.

However, the three services will retain their

inflependeiit iddntRids aswele ogr ap hi cal

There argwo tri-services commands at the
moment.

1. The joint command at the mometite
Andaman and Nicobar Command
(ANC), is a theatre command, which
is headed by the chiefs of the three
services in rotation. It was created in
2001 after a Group of Ministers had
given a report on national security
following theKargil War.
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2. The Strategic Forces Commawds Arunachal PradesBtate government is
established in 2006 dris a functional planning to build a 692.7 km highway through
tri-services command. the Pakke Tiger Reserve (PTiR)East
Kameng district. Namethe EastWest
What is the structure right now? Industrial Corridorthe highway aims to
connect Bhairabhunda in West Kameng
There arel7 commands, divided among the district and Manmao in Chalang district
three services. along Arunachal Pradeshos
1 The Army and the Air Force have T Pakke Tiger Resenis also known
seven commands each, while the Navy asPakhui Tiger Reserve.
has three commands. 9 This Tiger Reserve has wamdia
1 These commands report to their Biodiversity Award 2016n the
respedte services, and are headed by categoryob Conser vati on of
threestar officers. t hreat enferd spec i eso
1 Though these commands are in the its Hornbill Nest Adoption
same regions, but they are no located Programme.
together. 71 Itis bounded bpBhareli orKameng

Riverin the west and north, and
by Pakke Rivein the east.

The leader of a unified command has control ' ]
Neighbours Papum Reserve Forestin

over more varied resources, compared to the T
heads of the commands under thevises Arunachal Pradesh, Ass.
now. Andthe officer commanding will have National Park, Doimara Reserve

access to the Air Forcebos FeresiepdEaglenestyviidife 5 nq ¢ an
use them if neede@hrough such integration Sanctuary. _ _

and jointness the three forces will be able T The main perennial streams in the area

avoid duplication of resourceEhe resources are the Nameri, Khari and Upper

available under eaclesvice will be available Dikorai. West of Kameng River

to other services too. The services will get to is Sessa Orchid Sanctuary.

know one another better, strengthening

cohesion in the defence establishment.

Do militaries of other countries have such
commands?

, I . . Nechl Phu
Several major militaries are divided into Sessa

integrated heatre commands. |Feseneg
Liberation Army has five theatre commands:

Eastern, Western, Northern, Southern and
Central. Its Western Theatre Command is
responsible for Indialhe US Armed Forces
has 11 unified commandsf which seven are
geographs and four functional commands. Its
geographic commands are Africa, Central,
European, InddPacific, Northern, Southern
and Space. Cyber, Special Operations,
Transportation and Strategic are its functional W—
commands. ; ,
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Pakke tiger reserve:

Why in News?
Olive Ridley turtles:
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Why in News?

Pre

parations are almost doneatet Rushikulya

rookeryon the Odisha coast to weloe and
protectolive ridley turtlesduring mass nesting.

Security To provide security to mother turtles
as well as the eggs from human and predator

inte

rvention, the forest department is erecting

an over Bkm-long fence of metal net from
Gokharkuda to Baswar. This stretch is the
most preferred location for mass nesting in the
Rushikulya rookery.

1 The Olive Ridleys arthe second
smallest and most abundant of all sea
turtles found in the world.

1 They inhabit warm waters of the
Pacific, Atlantic and Indian €eans.

1 Itis well known for itsarribadas or

annual mass nestings.

IUCN StatusVulnerable.

Protection unde€ITES Appendix 1

and the Indian Wildlife Protection Act

of 1972.

1 Operation Kachhapdaunched by the
Wildlife Protection Society of India in
collaboration with the Orissa State
Forest Department and the Wildlife
Society of Odisha and other local
NGOs.
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Rohtang pass:

Located orthe easteriir Panjal Rangef the
Himalayas.

f It connectgheKullu Valley with
theLahaul and Spiti/alleys
of HimachalPradesh.

1 The passies on the watershed
between th&€€henalandBeasbasins.

KuluiMgnali

Delhis =
s Leh 1 Am?

Jammu & Kashmir ':-.::J

"o w Khajjiar

\?Ealhuuéuehta 5
ohtan

Fass g"‘ Eﬁr

ﬁ_-,':’

&
4 ~ -o‘? »° China

j ,bo* Manali oV

CREsy *‘ Q‘I
™ 4 . #Kullu fhlka a

[ ]
Dharamsalapalampuf eSahala

fL\ JKufri Walley
PUI'I]EE SI'IIITH

agn ~~

I(asau IEI Uttranchal
{.‘;handigm \H%

Surajkund International Crafts Mela:

What is it?

It is unique as it showcases the richness and
diversity of the handicrafts, handlooms and
cultural fabric of India, &s the largest crafts
fair in the world.

71 This is34th time the Surajkund Mela
will be held at Faridabad.

1 The Mela isorganized by the
Surajkund Mela Authority & Haryana
Tourism in collaboration with Union
Ministries of Tourism, Textiles,
Culture and Externdffairs.

1 Theme statef-or the 34ttiSurajkund
International Crafts Melk2020, the
state ofHimachal Pradeshas been
chosen to be the Theme State.

1 The main motto behind this festival is
to promote handicrafts, handlooms
with the aid of craftsmen invited fino
all over the countrySo basically this
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craft festival is a platform for artists 1 The snails were found during a field
across the globe to showcase their course conducted by Taxon
culture and talent. Expeditions at Kuala Belalong Field

Studies Centre iBrunei

1 FeaturesThe twemillimetre-long
snails have dark grey tedles, a pale
body and a concave shell, whose outer
part is greenisiorown.

Places in Newsldlib:

Why in News?

EXPLATJED

The nineyearold war in Syria is currently
raging in the northwestern province of Idlib,
with rapidly escalating tensions between

governmentdrces of President Bashar al
Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary: Assad and the Turkish military.

The decks have been cleared to notify the Where is it located?
Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sangtryin

Karnatakads Chamar aj anﬂjﬁb?sracitQihﬁoFtI‘Mésf‘erhSyﬁa?Sga tiger

reserve. The approval from thetional Tiger kilometers southwest of Aleppo, which is the

any time now.

1 The sanctuary presently has about 20 \dlib province
Lgers. (=) M ey ora”
1 Once notified Chamarajanagar district i — e
will have the are distinction in the
country of having three tiger reserves. ‘f
It already has Bandipur and Biligiri
Ranganatha Temple (BRT) Tiger
Reserve within its territorial limits.
1 Also, with this,Karnataka will have
six tiger reserveghe others being
Nagarahole, Badra, and Anshi
Dandeli, apart from Bandipur and
BRT Tiger Reserves.

% e B Eurdish foroes Syrian rebals

TURKEY

Craspedotropis gretathunbergae:

Sourpe: Jana s Caorfict Monior, 3 Feb 2020

It is a new species of land sndikcovered
recently.

It is named in honour of Swedish climate SERB Women Excellence Aware2020:
activistGreta Thunberg.
9 Dr Niti Kumar, Senior Scientist from
f The new species comes fraropical Division of Molecular Parasitology
rainforestsand is sensitive to drought and Immunology, CSIKCDRI,
and extreme temperatures. Lucknow has received SERB Women

Excellence Aware2020.
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This award iggiven to women scientist
below 40 years of age who have
received recognition from national
academies.

The women researchers will be
supported by research grant of 5 lakhs
per annum for 3 years by Science and
Engineering Research Board,
Department of Science & Technology,
Government of India (SERBST).

International Judicial Conference:

Held recently irNew Delhi.

1

The Conference discussed the changes
being introduced by the Government

of India to bring Gender Equality in
recruiting women in military services,
selection process of fighter pilots.

It also discussed on freedom of

women to work in mines aight.

The Conference also focused on the
need for technology to deliver rapid
justice.

A high-level meeting to review progress of
Institutions of Eminence (IoE) Schemas
held recently.

Launched in order to empower the Higher
Educational Institutions and help them
become worletlass teaching and research
institutions.

Objectives

1.

Excellence and Innovatioit'o provide
for higher education leading to
excellence and innovations in such
branches of knowledge as may be
deemed fit at pogjraduate, graduate
and research degree levels.
SpecializationTo engage in areas of
specialization to make distinctive
contributions to the objectives of the
university education system.

3. Global RatingTo aim to be rated
internationally for its teaching and
research as a tdpndred Institution in
the world over time.

4. Quality teaching and Researdho
provide for high quality teaching and
research and for the advancement of
knowledge and its dissemination.

Incentives of the scheme

1. Institutes with IOE tag will be given
greate autonomy and freedom to
decide fees, course durations and
governance structures.

2. The public institutions under IOE tag
will receive a government grant of

1,000 cror e, whi
institutions will not get any funding
under the scheme.

Why is it important?

Academic institutions that can impart highest

quality education, generate cutting edge

research, and attract the best and the brightest

from across the globe can have multiplier

beneficial effects for the country. So the idea
of elevating the besh a sector to an eminent
status by granting autonomy is a good one. But
to maintain credibility, the process and the
selection of these institutions should be above

reproach.

Amendments in Arms Act, 1959 and Arms

Rules, 2016 notified

Amendments in Arms Act, 1959 and Arms

Rules, 2016 notified.

Overview

1. As per the new rules, now
International medallists/renowned
shooters are allwed to keep

additional weapons up to a total of
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twelve under the exempted category,
which earlier was seven.

2. If a shooter is renowned in one event,
he/she can keep maximum eight
(previously it was four), if a shooter is
renowned in two events he/she can
keep maximum ten (previously it was
seven) and if a shooter is renowned in
more than two events, he/she can keep
maximum twelve (previously it was
seven) firearms under the exempted
category.

3. Junior target shooters/aspiring
shooters are now allowed to posses
two weapons (previously one) of any
category in which the person is
engaged.

4. Apart from the above exemptions,
shooters are entitled to possess two
firearms as normal citizens under
provisions of the Arms Act, 1959.

5. Similarly, by amending the provision
under Rule 40 of the Arms Rules,
2016 the quantity of ammunition that
can be purchased by the shooters
during the year for the practice has
also been increased considerably.

6. Through these amendments, it has also
been clarified that no licence is
required forindian citizens for
acquisitions, possession of small arms
falling under the category of curio.

7. However, appropriate licence as
prescribed would be required for use
or to carry or transport such small
arms.

8. Without the endorsement of such
firearms in theprescribed licence of
the owner, no ammunition shall be
sold for their use.

The Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019:

1. It seeks to enhance the punishment for
existing offences like illegal
manufacture, sale, transfer, etc.; illegal
acquiring, possessing or carrying
prohibited arms or prohibited
ammunition; and illegal manufacture,
sale, transfer, conversion, import,
export, etc., of firearms.

2. ltalso proposes to define new offences
and prescribes punishment for them,
such as taking away firearms from

police or armedorces, involvement in
organized crime syndicate, illicit
trafficking including smuggled
firearms of foreign make or prohibited
arms and prohibited ammunition, use
of firearms in rash and negligent
manner in celebratory gunfire
endangering human life, etc.

3. It seeks to enhance the period of arms
license from three years to five years
and also to issue arms license in its
electronic form to prevent forgery.

OA Future for the Worl
OA Future for the
was recently released by the WHO, UNICEF
and the Lancet medical journal. The report
calculates th&lourishing
IndexandSustainability Indexf 180
countries.

How are the countries ranked?
1. Flourishing Index:

Flourishing isthe geometric
meanof Surviving and Thriving.

1 The parameter ddurvivingconsiders
maternal survival, survival in children
younger than 5 years old, suicide,
access to maternal and child health
services, basic hygiene, sanitation, and
lack of extreme poverty.

1 The parameter oFhriving considers
educational achievement, growth and
nutrition, reproductive freedom, and
protection from violence.

2. Sustainability Index:

The Sustainability Index ranks watries orthe
basis ofexcessarbon emissionsompared
with the 2030 target.

Performance of India:

1. India stands 77th (sustainability index)
and is at 131st on a ranking that
measures the best chance at survival
and weltbeing for children.
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2. India has impoved in health and
sanitation but has to increase its
spending on health.

Global Scenario:

1. Children in Norway, the Republic of
Korea and the Netherlands have the
best chance at survival and wb#ing.

2. Children in the Central African
Republic, Chad, Somalj Niger and
Mali face the worst odds.

3. World-wide the number of obese
children and adolescents has increased
from 11 million in 1975 to 124 million
in 20160 an 11fold increase, with
dire individual and societal costs.

4. The only countries on track to behe
CO2 emission per capita targets by
2030, while also performing fairly
(within the top 70) on child flourishing
measures are: Albania, Armenia,

2. Stop CO2 emissions with the utmost
urgency, to ensure children have a
future on this planet.

3. Place children and adolescents at the
centre of our efforts to achieve
sustainable development.

4. New policies and investment in all
sectors to work towards child health
and rights.

5. Il ncorporate
policy decisions.

6. Tighten national regulation of harmful
commercial marketing, supported by a
new Optional Pratcol to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

chil drenods

SPICe+ web form

As part of the Government
Doing Business (EODB) initiatives, the

Ministry of Corpaate Affairs has notified a

new Web Form christened S P11 Ce + 0

Grenada, Jordan, Moldova, Sri Lanka, (pronounced O0SPI Ce Pl usb)

Tunisia, Uruguay and Vietnam. existing SPICe form.
Concerns expressed: What is it?
No single country isdequately protecting SPICe+ would ban integrated Web Form.
childrendés health, their environment and their
futures. 7 It would offer 10 services by 3 Central

Government Ministries &
ThreatsHealth and future of every child and Departments (Minisy of Corporate
adolescent worldwide is under immediate Affairs, Ministry of Labour &
threat from ecological degradation, climate Department of Revenue in the
change and exploitative marketing practices Ministry of Finance) and One State
thatpush heavily processed fast food, sugary Government (Maharashtra).
drinks, alcohol and tobacco at children. 7 It aims to save as many procedures,
time and cost for Starting a Business
Progress reversinglespite improvements in in India and would be applicable for
child and adolescent health over the past 20 all newcompany incorporations.
years, progress has stalled, and is set to T The new web form would facilitate
reverse. It has been estimated that ar@5@ onscreen filing and redime data
million children under five years old in lew validation for the seamless
and middleincome countries are at risk of not incorporation of companies.
reaching their developmental potential, based
on proxy measures of stunting and poverty. Saud hosts G20 financial leaders
1. Overhaul approach to child and G20 meetingvas held recently iRiyadh

adolescent health, to ensure that we (Saudi Arabia).

not only look after our children today

but protect the world they will inherit 1 Saudi Arabids thefirst Arab nation to

in the future. hold the G20 presidency.

T Theme A Realizing Opport.

the2lsCent ury for Al Il 0.
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Focus areas:

1. Action plan to shield the wial
economy from the impact of
Coronavirus Epidemic.

2. Discuss ways to achieve a fairer global
taxation system for the digital era.

3. Discuss global economic outlook and
possible policy responses to support
growth and safeguard against
downside risks.

What isG207?

An informal group ofL9 countries and the
European Union along with representatives of
the IMF and the World Bank.

Represents abotwo-t hi r ds of
population, 85% of global gross domestic
product, 80% of global investment and over
75% of gbbal trade.

GenesisAmid 2008 Financial Crisithe world
saw the need for a new consenbufiding at
the highest political level. It was decided that
the G20 leaders would begin meeting once
annually.

Members

The members of the G20 akegentina,

Austrdia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and the European
Union.

Artemis Program

United States space agency National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) announced that it will begin to accept
applications for astronauts underAtgemis
programmerom March 2 to March 312020.

Eligibility :

1 The space agency has listed several
requirements in order to qualify for
training under the Artemis
programme: one must be a US citizen
and have a
(Science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) field bm an accredited
institution.

{ Candidates must also have completed
at least 1,000 hours of pitat-
command time in jet aircrafts or have
two years of related experience.

1 Another mandatory requirementts
pass NASd@®n | ong
spaceflight physical teés

t h e WHasis Artgngss

Artemis Acceleration, Reconnection,
Tur bul ence and
Interaction with the Sun.
tisNASAGS next mi ssi on
Objective To measure what happens when the
Sunods radiation hits

thereis no magnetic field to protect it.

Artemiswasthe twin sister of Apollo and
goddess of the Moon in Greek mythology.

Significance of the mission:

With the Artemis programNASA will land
the first woman and next man on the Moon by
2024.

Mission details:

NASAds power fthelSpacee w
Launch SystenSLS),will send astronauts
aboardhe Orion spacecraftearly a quarter
million miles from Earth to lunar orbit.

1 Astronauts will dock Orion at
the Gatewayand transfer to human
landing system for expedans to the
surface of the Moon.

1 They will return to the orbital outpost
to board Orion again before
returningsafely to Earth.
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Artemis 1, 2 and 3:

Theagency will flytwo missions around the
Moon to test its deep space exploration
systems.

NASA is working toward launching\rtemis |,
anuncrewed flight to test the SLS and Orion
spacecraft together, followed by theemis

Il mission, the first SLS and Orion test flight
with crew. NASA will land astronauts on the
Moon by 2024 on thértemis Il mission and
about once a year thereafter.

Scientific objectives:

1. Find and use water and other critical
resources needed for lotgrm
exploration.

2. lnvestigate the

the universe.

3. Learn how to live and operate tre
surface of another celestial body
where astronauts are just three days
from home.

4. Prove the technologies we need before

sending astronauts on missions to

Mars, whichcan take up to three years

roundtrip.

Artemis Phase 1: To the Lunar Surface by 2024 4

Wor |l dbés | argest
Meghalaya:

cave

1 Wo r |latgest species of cave fish

has been discoveredihe gh al ayad s

Jaintia Hills.

1 The cave fish is around one and a half
feet in length and has no eyes and is
white due to a lack of melanin
pigmentation.

Yongle Blue Hole (YBH):
Why in News?

Carbon more than 8,000 years old lies deep
inside a yawning sinkhole in the South China
Sea.

YBH:

71 ltisthe deepest known marine cavern.

Mo o n O1s Lovatesiin tiferxish@ fslandisioflthe
learn more about our home planet and

South China Sea (SCS).

1 It measures roughly 300 metres from
top to bottom.

71 Its waters a mostly isolated from the
surrounding ocean and receive little
fresh water from rainfall, making it a
rare spot to study the chemistry of
oxygendeprived marine ecosystems.

Elections to Rajya Sabha

Tihe hiepnial gections i Rajya gabhg
seatawill take place on March 26, 2020. The
announcement was made by the Election

Commission recently.
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Rajya Sabha:

The Constitution provides that the Rajya
Sabha shaltonsist of 250 members, of which
12 members shall be nominated by the
Presidenfrom amongst paons having special
knowledge or practical experience in respect
of such matters as literature, science, art and
social service; and not more than 238
representatives of the States and of the Union
Territories.

How are the members elected?
Elections to te Rajya Sabha are indirect.

1. Members representing States are
elected by elected members of
legislative assemblies of the States in
accordance with the system of
proportional representation by means
of the single transferable vote.
Members representing Union
Territories are chosen in such manner
as Parliament may by law prescribe.

Related facts:

1 The Rajya Sabha i®t subject to
dissolution; onehird of its members

retire every second year.

According to Section 154 of the
Representation of the People Act

1951, a member chosen to fill a casual
vacancy will serve for the remainder

of his predecessoro
Members of a statebo
Assembly vote in the Rajya Sabha
elections in what is calleproportional
representation with the single

transfeable vote (STV) systenkach
MLAGs vote is count

Cauvery Water
(CMA)

Management Authority

Tamil Nadu and Puducherry have strongly
objct ed to Karnatakabs
for the Mekedatu dam project at the fifth
Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA) meetingin New Delhi. Following

the objections, the CWMA dropped the

di scussion on

What is Mekedatu Proj&2

A multi-purpose balancing reservoir project
over Mekedatu, built at a cost of Rs 5,912, was
aimed at solving the drinking water problems
of Bengaluru and Ramnagar district. This
project was also touted as one that could
generate hydroelectricity to meée power
demand in the state.

Why does Tamil Nadu object?

1. The state contended
reservoir would affect the natural
flows of the river Cauvery.
It argued that Cauvery was already a
deficit basin and the construction of
the project, oany other project

iwoul ically
?panan ate |n éttmg tfhelf due share

%f gévaters

CWMA:

S
S

I£h@s bgen przateql)aﬁ pegCauvery

Management Schensarlier framed by Centre
and approved by Supreme Court.

Composition and Powers of GM

4 Theauthogty will camprise &, y 4 |
chairman, a secretary and eight
members.

Out of the eight members, two will be
full time, while two will be part time

2.
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